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“The true beauty of a Scripture passage does not lie on the surface,
nor reveal itself to a careless eye.
A fragment of spar, which at first seemed lusterless and unattractive, 
as you turn it in your hand, and let the light strike it at a certain angle, 
reveals beautiful radiance and even prismatic colors.

A fragment of Scripture, which is comparatively dull and dead to a superficial reader, 
becomes in the hand of a devout student, a marvel of beauty.  
He turns it round and round, views it at every angle, 
till he sees the light of God break through it, 
and it shines with the sevenfold beauty of the Divine attributes.”
A.T. Pierson, The Key Words of the Bible, pg.v.
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES








GOALS

To articulate the Pre-Tribulation view of End Times Prophecy
To recognize the certainty of God in uncertain times







OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this seminar, the participant will be able to:

  1.  State an overview of the Books of Daniel and Revelation
  2.  Name of the last church of the 7 churches of Revelation
  3.  Define “apokalupsis”
  4.  List the stages of the Pre-Tribulation view of End Times
  5.  Name the three sets of judgments in Revelation.
  6. Explain the three last wars.
  7. Explain the reason the Tribulation is said to be for 7 years.
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/outline-Daniel/
1. Narrative of Daniel (1:1-6:28)
a. Under King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (1:1-4:37)
i. Exile to Babylon (1:1-21)
1. Daniel Removed to Babylon (1:1-7)
2. Daniel’s Faithfulness (1:8-16)
3. Daniel’s Wisdom (1:17-21)
ii. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Statue (2:1-49)
1. No One Can Interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s Troubling Dream (2:1-13)
2. The Dream Revealed to Daniel (2:14-23)
3. Daniel Interprets the Dream (2:24-45)
4. Nebuchadnezzar Promotes Daniel (2:46-49)
iii. Nebuchadnezzar’s Golden Statue (3:1-30)
1. Golden Statue Erected (3:1-7)
2. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego Accused (3:8-18)
3. The Fiery Furnace (3:19-30)
iv. Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride (4:1-37)
1. Nebuchadnezzar Confesses God’s Kingdom (4:1-3)
2. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of a Great Tree (4:4-18)
3. Daniel Interprets the Second Dream (4:19-27)
4. The Second Dream Fulfilled (4:28-33)
5. Nebuchadnezzar Restored (4:34-37)
b. Under King Belshazzar of Babylon (5:1-31)
i. Belshazzar’s Feast (5:1-12)
ii. Daniel Interprets the Handwriting on the Wall (5:13-31)
c. Under King Darius the Mede (6:1-28)
i. The Plot against Daniel (6:1-9)
ii. Daniel in the Lions’ Den (6:10-24)
iii. Darius Honors God (6:25-28)
2. Visions of Daniel (7:1-12:13)
a. Daniel’s First Vision (7:1-28)
i. Vision of The Four Beasts (7:1-8)
ii. Vision of the Ancient of Days (7:9-12)
iii. Vision of the Son of Man (7:13-14)
iv. Visions Interpreted (7:15-28)
b. Daniel’s Second Vision (8:1-27)
i. Vision of the Ram and the Goat (8:1-14)
ii. Gabriel Interprets Daniel’s Vision (8:15-27)
c. Daniel’s Prayer (9:1-27)
i. Prayer for His People (9:1-19)
ii. Gabriel’s Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks (9:20-27)
d. Daniel’s Third Vision (10:1-12:13)
i. Daniel’s Vision by the Tigris (10:1-21)
ii. Kings of the South and North (11:1-35)
iii. The King Who Exalts Himself (11:36-45)
iv. The End Times (12:1-13)

BREAKDOWN OF THE VISIONS
	VISION NUMBER
	CHAPTER(S)
	DESCRIPTION

	1
	2
	Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a statue representing future kingdoms.

	2
	7
	Vision of four beasts symbolizing world empires.

	3
	8
	Vision of a ram and a goat, detailing the conflict between the Medo-Persian and Greek empires.

	4
	9
	Prophecy concerning the 70 weeks and the future of the Jewish nation.

	5
	10-12
	Series of visions including the appearance of an angel and prophecies about the end times.





NOTES ON DANIEL

· He was Hebrew
· His name means God is my Judge
· Name changed to Belteshazzar which means may Bel protect his life or whom Bel favors
· A member of the Royal Family
· Born in Jerusalem around 620 BC
· Was about 14-20 years old when captured by King Nebuchadnezzar
· Lived in Babylon over 60 years until his 80-90’s—no info on his death but lived to be in his -80-90’s
















BABYLON BACKGROUND
https://www.gotquestions.org/sons-of-Noah.html

Noah had three sons.  Shem (#2 but always mentioned first), Japheth (#1), Ham (#3).

SHEM
· “Shem was the ancestor of all the sons of Eber” (Genesis 10:21)
· Shem means “name,” – expected he would be great
· Noah blessed Shem above his brothers (Genesis 9:26–27)
· Semitic and Semite are derived from Shem’s name
· Abraham, a descendant of Shem, is the first person in the Bible who is referred to as a “Hebrew” (Genesis 14:13).

JAPHETH
·  Japheth, is listed as the father of Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras (Genesis 10:2). 
· Descendants are the people who lived to the north and west of Israel and, after Babel, spoke what today are classified as Indo-European languages.
· https://biblehub.com/topical/t/the_descendants_of_japheth.htm  outlines the following:
· 1. Gomer: Traditionally associated with the Cimmerians, an ancient people who lived in what is now southern Russia and Ukraine. The descendants of Gomer are believed to have migrated into parts of Europe, including regions that are now Germany and France.

2. Magog: Often linked with the Scythians, a nomadic group that inhabited the steppes of Central Asia. Magog is also mentioned in prophetic literature, notably in Ezekiel 38-39, as a nation involved in eschatological events.

3. Madai: Identified with the Medes, an ancient Iranian people who settled in the area that is now northwestern Iran. The Medes played a significant role in the history of the Near East, particularly in the fall of the Assyrian Empire.

4. Javan: Associated with the Ionians and the Greeks. The name Javan is often used in the Hebrew Bible to refer to Greece, and his descendants are believed to have spread throughout the Aegean region.

5. Tubal: Linked with the people known as the Tibareni, who lived in northeastern Anatolia. Tubal is also mentioned in Ezekiel as a trading partner of Tyre.

6. Meshech: Often associated with the Mushki, an ancient people who lived in Anatolia. Like Tubal, Meshech is mentioned in Ezekiel in the context of trade and prophecy.

7. Tiras: Traditionally connected with the Thracians, an ancient group that inhabited the region now known as the Balkans.

· The influence of Japheth's lineage is seen in the diverse cultures and nations that emerged in Europe and parts of Asia.
HAM
https://biblehub.com/topical/d/descendants_of_ham.htm lists the following: 
Genesis 10: 6-20 provides a detailed account of Ham's descendants: "The sons of Ham: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan" (Genesis 10:6). Each of these sons became the progenitors of various nations and peoples.
· 1. Cush: Cush is traditionally associated with the region of Nubia, south of Egypt, and is often linked to Ethiopia. The descendants of Cush include Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. Notably, Cush is also the father of Nimrod, described as "a mighty hunter before the LORD" (Genesis 10:9). Nimrod is credited with establishing several key cities, including Babel, Erech, and Akkad in the land of Shinar, which is often identified with ancient Mesopotamia.  (Nimrod is the Son of Cush. & Great grandson of Noah) ******see below

· 2. Mizraim: Mizraim is the Hebrew name for Egypt, and his descendants are associated with the Egyptian civilization. The Bible lists several groups descending from Mizraim, including the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites, Pathrusites, Casluhites, and Caphtorites (Genesis 10:13-14).

· 3. Put: Put is generally associated with the region of Libya in North Africa. While the Bible does not provide extensive details about Put's descendants, they are often linked to the peoples of North Africa.

· 4. Canaan: Canaan is perhaps the most well-known of Ham's sons due to the biblical narrative surrounding the land of Canaan. The Canaanites, who descended from Canaan, occupied the land that God later promised to Abraham and his descendants. The Bible lists several Canaanite tribes, including the Sidonians, Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, Arvadites, Zemarites, and Hamathites (Genesis 10:15-18).


NIMROD
· Settled in the flat fertile plain between Tigris and Euphrates called land of Shinar and also called Mesopotamia, Chaldea, and Cradle of Civilization
· Also known as the place where the Garden of Eden was
· Nimrod was astute, powerful and wicked
· He established great cities in Assyria
· His city of Babylon is mentioned more than 300 times in the Bible
· Babylon known as City of Satan c/p Jerusalem known as City of God
· Nimrod built several towers, most known is the Tower of Babel
· This tower was the focus of his rebellion against God
· Pagan religions
· Satanic practices
· Sexual gratification
· Prostitution
· He merged all of his city states and put them under his control.  He took over the EDUCATION SYSTEMS
· Babylon called the Mother of Harlots because of the religious harlotry he began at Babylon
· BECAUSE OF HIS LOVE FOR BIG GOVERNMENT WHICH HE STARTED IN BABYLON, THE CITY IS RECOGNIZED AS THE BEGINNING OF WORLD GOVERNMENT.  
FULLNESS OF THE GENTILES
&
TIMES OF THE GENTILES
	CRITERIA
	FULLNESS OF THE GENTILES
	TIMES OF THE GENTILES

	Scripture
	Romans 11:25-27
	Luke 21:24

	Began and End
	Began day of Pentecost
Ends at the Rapture
	Began at the Babylonian Captivity
Ends at the Second Coming

	Differentiating factor
	Numerically, referring to when the last person becomes part of the Church before she is raptured.  The time of the Church when she was born to when she will be raptured.  

	From the time Israel politically came under domination of the Gentile rule.  

















SEVENTY WEEKS
Daniel 9:24-27
	DURATION
	EQUALS
	CALCULATION
	SCRIPTURE

	One day
	=
	One year
	Numbers 14:34
Ezekiel 4:6

	One week
	=
	Seven years
	

	Seventy weeks
	=
	Four hundred and ninety years
	Daniel 9:24-27

	One score
	=
	Twenty
	

	Three score and two weeks
	=
	Sixty-two weeks
	Daniel 9:25-26

	Sixty-two weeks
	=
	Four hundred and thirty four years
	Daniel 9: 26

	One thousand two hundred and sixty days
	=
	Forty-two months
	Daniel 7:25
Revelation 11:2-3
Revelation 12:6
Revelation 13:5

	A Time
	=
	One year
	

	Half Time
	=
	One-half year
	

	Time, times, and a half time
(Or dividing of times)
	=
	Three and one-half years
	Daniel 7:25
Daniel 12:7
Revelation 12:14

	Middle (midst) of the week
	=
	Three and one-half years
	Daniel 9:27

	Forty-two months
	=
	Three and one-half years
	Revelation 11:2
Revelation 13:5

	Time, times, and a half time
	=
	Twelve hundred and sixty days
	Revelation 11:3
Revelation 12:6

	One month
	=
	Thirty days
(As used by Jews)
	

	One year
	=
	Three hundred and sixty days
(as used by Jews)
	



Daniel’s prophecy of seventy weeks breaks out into three phases in Scripture.  The first two phases have been fulfilled.  The third phase is still future. 
1. First Phase = Time of restoration and repair of Jerusalem post Babylonian exile:  
Seven weeks = forty-nine years (One week equals seven years)
2. Second Phase = Time from Zerubbabel rebuilding the Temple in the Book of Ezra to the crucifixion of Christ:
Sixty-two weeks = four hundred and thirty four years (Daniel 9:26)
First phase + Second Phase = 49 years + 434 years = 483 years (have been fulfilled)
3. Third Phase = Tribulation:
70 weeks or 490 years – 483 years = 1 week or 7 years of Tribulation (still to be fulfilled)
What exactly will happen during these seven years of Tribulation?  Daniel did not understand completely but what he knew was a time of trouble was coming.  He was told then to seal up the books but now the mystery has been revealed through Apostle John.  It is no longer a mystery!  The Book of Revelation details the events of the Tribulation.  There will be judgments poured out upon the earth.  These judgments occur in three groups and each group contains seven.  The judgments are called seals, trumpets, and vials (or bowls).  Each judgment grows progressively worse.  The middle of the week or at three and a half years of judgment during the Tribulation the Antichrist will reveal himself.  Then the judgments become even more painful as the wrath increasingly intensifies.  The middle of the week or at three and a half years is called the Great Tribulation.  






THE BOOK OF REVELATION
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/outline-Revelation/
1. Opening (1:1-20)
a. Prologue (1:1-3)
b. John Greets the Seven Churches (1:4-8)
c. John’s Vision on Patmos (1:9-20)
2. The Letters to the Seven Churches (2:1-3:22)
a. Ephesus (2:1-7)
i. The Authority (2:1)
ii. The Praise (2:2-3)
iii. The Grievance (2:4)
iv. The Warning (2:5)
v. The Second Praise (2:6)
vi. The Promise (2:7)
b. Smyrna (2:8-11)
i. The Authority (2:8)
ii. The Praise (2:9)
iii. The Grievance (2:9)
iv. The Warning (2:10)
v. The Promise (2:11)
c. Pergamum (2:12-17)
i. The Authority (2:12)
ii. The Praise (2:13)
iii. The Grievance (2:14-15)
iv. The Warning (2:16)
v. The Promise (2:17)
d. Thyatira (2:18-29)
i. The Authority (2:18)
ii. The Praise (2:19)
iii. The Grievance (2:20-21)
iv. The Warning (2:22-23)
v. The Promise (2:24-29)
e. Sardis (3:1-6)
i. The Authority (3:1)
ii. The Grievance (3:1)
iii. The Warning (3:2-3)
iv. Few Praised (3:4)
v. The Promise (3:5-6)
f. Philadelphia (3:7-13)
i. The Authority (3:7)
ii. The Praise (3:8)
iii. The Promise (3:9-13)
g. Laodicea (3:14-22)
i. The Authority (3:14)
ii. The Grievance (3:15)
iii. The Warning (3:16-17)
iv. The Counsel (3:18)
v. The Promise (3:19-22)
3. The Throne and the Lamb (4:1-5:14)
a. The Throne in Heaven (4:1-11)
i. In the Throne Room (4:1-4)
ii. Worship of the Creator (4:5-11)
b. The Lamb (5:1-14)
i. The Lamb Takes the Scroll (5:1-10)
ii. The Lamb Exalted (5:11-14)
4. Three Sets of Seven Divine Judgments (6:1-16:21)
a. The Seven Seals (6:1-8:5)
i. The First Seal: The White Horse (6:1-2)
ii. The Second Seal: War (6:3-4)
iii. The Third Seal: Famine (6:5-6)
iv. The Fourth Seal: Death (6:7-8)
v. The Fifth Seal: The Martyrs (6:9-11)
vi. The Sixth Seal: Terror (6:12-17)
vii. 144,000 Sealed (7:1-8)
viii. Praise from the Great Multitude (7:9-17)
ix. The Seventh Seal: Silence in Heaven (8:1-5)
b. The Seven Trumpets (8:6-11:19)
i. The First Trumpet: Hail and Fire Mixed with Blood (8:6-7)
ii. The Second Trumpet: A Mountain Thrown into the Sea (8:8-9)
iii. The Third Trumpet: The Star Named Wormwood (8:10-11)
iv. The Fourth Trumpet: A Third of the Sun, Moon, and Stars Struck (8:12-13)
v. The Fifth Trumpet: The Locusts (9:1-12)
vi. The Sixth Trumpet: Release of the Four Angels (9:13-21)
vii. The Angel and the Small Scroll (10:1-11)
viii. The Two Witnesses (11:1-14)
ix. The Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19)
c. The Great Conflict (12:1-14:20)
i. The Woman and the Dragon (12:1-17)
1. The Woman, the Dragon, and the Child (12:1-6)
2. The War in Heaven (12:7-12)
3. The Woman Persecuted (12:13-17)
ii. The Two Beasts (13:1-18)
1. The Beast from the Sea (13:1-10)
2. The Beast from the Earth (13:11-15)
3. The Mark of the Beast (13:16-18)
iii. The Lamb and the 144,000 (14:1-5)
iv. Final Justice (14:6-20)
1. The Three Angels and Babylon’s Fall (14:6-13)
2. The Harvest of the Earth (14:14-20)
d. The Seven Bowls of Wrath (15:1-16:21)
i. The Song of Moses and the Lamb (15:1-4)
ii. Preparation for Judgment (15:5-8)
iii. The First Bowl: Sores (16:1-2)
iv. The Second Bowl: Sea to Blood (16:3)
v. The Third Bowl: Rivers to Blood (16:4-7)
vi. The Fourth Bowl: Fire (16:8-9)
vii. The Fifth Bowl: Darkness (16:10-11)
viii. The Sixth Bowl: Battle of Armageddon (16:12-16)
ix. The Seventh Bowl: Earthquake and Hail (16:17-21)
5. The Fall of Babylon (17:1-19:10)
a. Babylon the Great (17:1-18)
i. The Woman on the Beast (17:1-5)
ii. The Mystery Explained (17:6-13)
iii. The Victory of the Lamb (17:14-18)
b. The Fall of Babylon (18:1-24)
i. Babylon is Fallen (18:1-8)
ii. Lament over Babylon (18:9-20)
iii. The Doom of Babylon (18:21-24)
c. Rejoicing in Heaven (19:1-5)
d. The Marriage of the Lamb (19:6-10)
6. The Future and Beyond (19:11-22:5)
a. The Return of Jesus (19:11-21)
i. The Rider on the White Horse (19:11-16)
ii. Defeat of the Beast and False Prophet (19:17-21)
b. The Millennial Reign (20:1-15)
i. Satan Bound (20:1-3)
ii. The First Resurrection and Reign (20:4-6)
iii. Satan’s Release and Defeat (20:7-10)
iv. The Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15)
c. The World to Come (21:1-22:5)
i. A New Heaven and a New Earth (21:1-8)
ii. The New Jerusalem (21:9-27)
iii. The River of Life (22:1-5)
7. Conclusion (22:6-21)
a. Jesus is Coming (22:6-17)
b. Nothing May Be Added or Removed (22:18-21)
















	SYMBOL
	MEANING AND COMMENTS

	Abyss
	· Bottomless pit
· Hell
· Deep boundless space
· Underworld

	Babylon
	· Idolatry and religious confusion
· Departure of the faith
· City of Satan
· Headquarters of Antichrist
· Can represent Rome as in First Peter 5:13

	Beast
	· Antichrist, Kingdom, World Government
· Antichrist arises seemingly out of the Mediterranean Sea
· It may mean a personal antichrist or an institution such as the Roman Empire.

	Black
	· Death, sin, apostasy (defection of the belief)

	Church/es
	· Seven churches representing bodies of Christians in seven Asian localities.
· The universal church 
· Mentioned twenty times in Revelation occurring in chapters 2-3 except one mention in Revelation 22:16.

	Dragon
	· Satan

	Four Horses
	· Horse means war  
· White- conquering;  Bow- signifies a warrior and violence;  Crown- indicates a ruler, leader, head of state
· Fiery Red- bloodshed; Take peace from the earth;  Weapon of Sword- killing and slaughter
· Black- famine and pestilence, grief, mourning, economic disaster;  Scales- tool of measuring wheat and barley
· Pale- Death and Hades;  Weapons of sword, hunger, death and beasts of the earth

	Lamb
	· Jesus
· Sacrificial Lamb

	Mystery Babylon
	· Wife of the Antichrist (mimics the Bride of Christ)

	Right hand
	· Position of Authority

	Seven Heads
	· Seven world governments

	Seven Mountains or Hills
	· The Kingdoms of the world governments 
· Political strength
· Rome is often called the city of seven hills 

	Stars
	· Messengers, Angels

	Ten crowns 
	· Divisions of the last world government
· Last of the seven world governments believed by many to be the United Nations, which will divide into ten  
   divisions.

	Ten Horns
	· Ten leaders who will rule with the Antichrist
· Ten Kings

	Throne
	· The place of judgment
· The royal seat of God

	Trumpets
	· Warning
· Military strength, Authority 
· Announcing New Moon or Jubilee Year or some memorial

	Twenty-four elders
	· A group of redeemed from the earth
· Bible does not reveal their identity
· Various debates as to who they are

	Two Witnesses
	· Two prophets that will prophesy for 1260 days during the Tribulation
· Bible does not identify them
· Many speculate if they are Moses and Elijah or Elijah and Enoch

	Wine
	· Usually represents the Holy Spirit but in Revelation 14:8 symbolizes forced false belief and doctrines of the world
· Demonic control


PARTIAL LIST OF SYMBOLS IN REVELATION 


NAMES OF JESUS IN REVELATION
ALPHA AND OMEGA - (Revelation 1:8, 11; 21:6; 22:13) Alpha is the first (beginning) letter of the Greek alphabet while Omega is the last (end).  Jesus is the first and the last and everything in between.  He is the beginning and the end Revelation 1:8.  **Notice Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, and the Beginning and the End appear in the beginning of Revelation and also at the end of Revelation.  

ALMIGHTY (Revelation 1:8)
Revelation 1:8, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”
Revelation 1:11, “Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.”
Revelation 21:6,“And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.”
Revelation 22:13, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”

AMEN, THE-  is Jesus, the faithful and true witness (Revelation 3:14).  The word amen in the Greek (#281) means faithful, firm, verily, surely, truly, of a truth, and so be it or may it be fulfilled.  
Revelation 3:14, “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;” 

BEGINNING AND THE END (Revelation 1:8; 21:6; 22:13)
Revelation 1:8, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”
Revelation 21:6, “And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.”
Revelation 22:13, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”

BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD (Revelation 3:14)
Revelation 3:14, “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;” 

FAITHFUL WITNESS (Revelation 1:5)
FIRST BEGOTTEN OF THE DEAD (Revelation 1:5)
PRINCE OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH (Revelation 1:5)
Revelation 1:5, “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,”

FIRST AND THE LAST (Revelation 1:11, 17; 2:8; 22:13) 
Revelation 1:11, “Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.”
Revelation 1:17, “And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:”
Revelation 2:8, “And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;”
Revelation 22:13, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”

KING OF SAINTS (Revelation 15:3)
Revelation 15:3, “And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.”

LAMB (Revelation 13:8)
Rev 13:8 “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH (Revelation 5:5)
Rev 5:5 “And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.”

BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR (Revelation 22:16)
ROOT AND THE OFFSPRING OF DAVID (Revelation 22:16)
Rev. 22:16, “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.

WORD OF GOD (Revelation 19:13)
Revelation 19:13, “And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.”


NAMES FOR SATAN IN REVELATION

ABADDON – In the Greek Strong’s Concordance (#3) a Hebrew name which means destruction or ruin. (Revelation 9:11)
APOLLYON – In the Greek (#623) means destroyer and angel of the bottomless pit.  (Revelation 9:11)
Revelation 9:11, “And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.”

ACCUSER OF THE BRETHREN (Revelation 12:10)
Revelation 12:10, “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ:  for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.”

GREAT DRAGON (Revelation 12:9)
OLD SERPENT (Revelation 12:9)
DEVIL (Revelation 12:9)
SATAN (Revelation 12:9)
Revelation 12:9, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

LIST OF SEVENS IN REVELATION
	SEVENS
	REVELATION SCRIPTURES

	Seven Angels
	8:2, 6; 15:1, 6, 7, 8; 16:1; 17:1; 21:9
(Seven angels of the seven churches represents the leaders, pastors, or assigned angel over the church)

	Seven Churches
	1:4; 2-3

	Seven Crowns
	2:10; 4:4, 10; 6:2; 9:7; 12:1; 14:14
(a set of seven scriptures refer to crown - “stephanos” in the Greek)
(Three scriptures 12:3; 13:1; and 19:12 refer to crown - “diadema”  in the Greek) “Seven crowns” is found in 12:3
Diadema- Strong’s #1238- a blue band with white for Perisan Kings to bind on the turban – a kingly ornament
Stephanos- Strong’s #4735- a mark of royal or exalted rank, a wreath or garland used for victory in public games, a crown, a wreath

	Seven Eyes
	5:6

	Seven Golden Lampstands/Candlesticks
	1:12, 20; 2:1; 4:5

	Seven Heads
	12:3; 13:1
(Seven heads are the seven mountains/hills which are the seven Kings/Kingdoms)

	Seven Horns
	5:6

	Seven “I know thy works”
	2: 2,9, 13, 19; 3:1, 8, 15

	Seven Kings/Kingdoms
	17:10, 11
(Assyria, Medo-Persia, Greece, Egypt, Babylon, Rome and the future kingdom thought to be a revived Roman Empire)

	Seven Letters
	2-3

	Seven Mountains/Hills
	17:9
(Mountains are a symbol of Kingdoms)

	Seven Seals
	5:1; 5:5

	Seven Spirits
	1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6

	Seven Stars
	1:16, 20; 2:1; 3:1
(Seven stars are the seven angels of the seven churches)

	Seven Torches, lamps of fire
	4:5

	Seven Thousand people
	11:13

	Seven Thunders
	10:3, 4

	Seven Trumpets
	8:2, 6

	Seven Plagues
	15:1, 6, 8; 21:9

	Seven Vials/Bowls
	15:7; 16:1; 17:1; 21:9


VARIOUS VIEWS
There are various views of the events of end time prophecy.  This writing will present the Pre-Tribulation Rapture and a Premillennial Second Coming of Christ view with appropriate explanations in the following chapters. The following views are the most commonly deliberated but as you read other materials you will find multiple considerations of the end time events.  It is important that you be sure the material you study correlates to the Word of God.  That is why I thought it so important to back up this writing with the scriptures written directly into the text. 
Concerning the Timing Of The Rapture With Timing Of The Tribulation Period
· A Pre-Tribulation Rapture suggests that the Rapture of the church will occur before the Tribulation Period.
· A Mid-Tribulation Rapture anticipates the Rapture in the middle of the Tribulation.
· A Post-Tribulation Rapture expects the Rapture at the end of the Tribulation period and before the second coming of Jesus.
Pre-Tribulation RaptureChurch Age---Rapture---Tribulation---Second Coming---Millennium---Great White Throne Judgment---New Heaven and New Earth (Eternity)


Mid-Tribulation Rapture
Church Age---First Half of Tribulation---Rapture--- Second Half of Tribulation
---Second Coming---Millennium---Great White Throne Judgment
---New Heaven and New Earth (Eternity)

Post-Tribulation Rapture
Church Age---Tribulation---Rapture and Second Coming
---Millennium---Great White Throne Judgment
---New Heaven and New Earth (Eternity)

Concerning the Timing of the Second Coming of Christ in Relation To The Millennium
Millennialism refers to the beliefs in the thousand-year reign of Christ (Revelation 20).
1. A Dispensational Premillennial view believes the Second Coming of Christ will occur before the 1000-year reign of Christ (Millennium).  ***There is another view called Historic Premillennialism.  That one we are not dealing with here.  That view holds that the church has replaced the nation of Israel as God’s chosen people.  The Dispensational Premillennial view, which we are discussing holds that God will still give Israel the land promised in Genesis 15:18.
· Genesis 15:18, “In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:”

2. A Postmillennial belief that the Second Coming of Christ occurs after the Millennium.
3. An Amillennial view refers to the absence of an earthly millennial reign. They believe the reign of Christ is in your heart and upon the Second Coming Christ will resurrect the dead and judge them.  In other words, the Second Coming and the resurrection of saved and unsaved occur simultaneously.

THE CHURCH AGE
All over the world, Jesus Christ has been building His church for over 2000 years. Matthew 16:18 reads, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”   We currently live in a time called the Church Age.  The Church Age began with the birth of the Church in Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost.  The Church Age will end on the day of the Rapture.  This time is called “Fullness of the Gentiles” in Romans 11:25.  Don’t confuse this with the “Time of the Gentiles” which began with King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian Captivity and will end with the Second Coming (Daniel 2; Luke 21:24).  This speaks to the Gentile political dominion until the Second Coming.  Daniel’s vision of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 2 included metaphors of gold, silver, bronze, iron, and clay.  These images represented Gentile nations that would govern the world until Jesus returns to rule in His Kingdom.  This is the time between the 69 and 70 weeks that Daniel spoke about and will be discussed more later on.
· Luke 21:24, “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”
· Romans 11:25, “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.”
In Revelation chapters two and three, John references seven churches.  Each church represents a historical time period of the church.  The church of Ephesus was the first church and historical representation.  Laodicea is the last.  We are currently in the last church age in history.  Revelation chapters 2-3 are letters written by John appealing to the seven churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.  These letters no doubt circulated among all the churches.  John told us the strengths and rebukes of each church.  He encouraged them to repent and told of their consequence if they did not.  John presented them the promise of God if they would heed the Word of the Lord.  The chart on the next page summarizes and outlines the characteristics of each church.
Each of the seven churches may characterize the following:
1. Each church may exemplify the individual person as a type of the church.  You are the temple of Christ.  You are the church.  
2. Each church may imply your local church.
3. Each church may symbolize the church as a body of Christ.
4. Each church represents a particular time or age in history.
We are living in the last historical church, the Church of Laodicea.  Seven times the Book of Revelation says, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;” (Revelation 2:7,11,17, 29; 3:6,13, 22).  Yet, following a discourse on the Antichrist, Revelation 13:9 reads, “9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.”  The words church and spirit have been omitted. The church is never mentioned again after John writes his letter to Laodicea. When the Church Age ends, at the end of the Laodicean Church period, the Rapture will begin.  







	CHURCH
	EPHESUS
Loveless Church
	SMYRNA
Suffering Church
	PERGAMUM
(PERGAMOS)
Worldly Inner City Church
	THYATIRA 
Wrong Doctrine Church
	SARDIS
Spiritually Dead Church
	PHILADELPHIA
Spiritually Alive Church 
	LAODICEA
Lukewarm Church

	SCRIPTURE


	Rev. 2:1-7
	Rev. 2:8-11
	Rev. 2:12-17
	Rev.2:18-29
	Rev. 3:1-6
	Rev. 3:7-13
	Rev. 3:14-22

	MEANING OF NAME
	Permitted
To let go
Relax
	Myrrh
Anointing oil
	Height or Elevation
Married to power
	Odor of affliction
Ruled by a woman
	Red ones
Precious stone
	Brotherly love
	Justice of the people
Laity

	COMMENDATION
	Hard work
Patient endurance
Perseverance
Rejects evil
Hates deeds of Nicolaitans
	Endures suffering and tribulation
Poverty
Yet it is rich
	Loyalty to Christ
Has not denied the faith
Refuses to deny Him
	Works (deeds)
Love
Faith
Service
Constant improvement
	Works
Name of being alive
Some have not defiled their garments
	Kept His word
Has not denied His name
	NONE

	CONDEMNATION
	Left their first love
	NONE
	Holds doctrine of Baalam and Nicolaitans
Tolerates cults, idolatry and immorality
	Tolerates cults, idolatry and immorality
Tolerated false prophet Jezebel
	Works not perfect before the Lord
Dead church
	NONE
	Neither hot nor cold
Lukewarm
Doesn’t realize wretched condition
Poor and naked

	ENCOURAGEMENT
	Repent and do works as they did at first
	Remain faithful unto death
Fear not
	Repent
	Repent
Hold fast which they already have till He comes
	Be alert
Wake up
Strengthen what remains
Repent
Turn to Jesus again
	Placed before them an open door
Hold fast that no man take thy crown

	Repent
Turn from apathy
Be zealous
Buy (from Jesus) gold tried in fire clothes of white raiment
Anoint eyes -  salve

	ALTERNATIVE
	He will come quickly
Will remove candlestick out of his place (1:20) 
	NONE
	He will come quickly
And fight against them with sword of His mouth
	Great tribulation
Children will be killed
	He will come on them as a thief 
	So no man can take their crown
	He will spew them out of His mouth

	REWARD
	Will eat of the Tree of Life
	Will receive the crown of Life
They will not experience the 2nd death
	Will eat of the hidden manna
Receive a white stone with a new name written on it
	Will give power – authority over the nations
Will receive gift of the Morning Star
	Name will not be blotted out of the Book of Life
Jesus will confess his name before the Father
	Will keep them from the hour of temptation-trial
Be made a pillar in the Temple of God in New Jerusalem
	Those who overcome will sit with Him on His throne
Fellowship with Christ 
Will sup with Him

	CHRIST DEPICTION
	Holds 7 stars in His right hand in the midst of 7 candlesticks (1:20)
	First and Last
Who was dead and is alive
	Has the sharp sword with two edges (Hebrews 4:12)
	Eyes like flames of fires
Feet like fine brass
	Has 7 spirits and 7 stars 
	True has the key of David
	The Amen
The faithful and true witness
The beginning (originating) source of creation

	HISTORICAL PERIOD REPRESENTED

APPROXIMATE DATES (A.D.)
	First century Church

33-100
	The Persecuted Church of the 2nd and 3rd centuries
100-313
	Church from about 312 -538 (Constantine)

	Church of the Dark Ages till the 16th century
538-1517
	Church of Renaissance and the Reformation period
1517-1844
	Church of the Revival of the 19th century
Modern Age of Mission
1755-1844
	End times
Last church
NOW!
1844- present


CHURCHES IN REVELATION


SIGNS OF THE TIMES
MATTHEW 24, LUKE 21
· Deceivers (lead away from the truth-- to lead astray)
· Wars and rumors of war, commotions
· Nation will rise against nation, kingdom against kingdom
· Famines
· Pestilences
· Earthquakes in divers places
· Affliction (pressure, stress, oppression)
· Kill (destroy, extinguish, abolish, perish, inflict mortal death)
· Hatred
· Offended
· Betray one another
· False prophets deceive
· Sin will abound
· Love of many will wax cold
· False Christs, False prophets who show signs and wonders
· Fearful signs and great signs from heaven
· Persecution of believers
· Imprisonment of believers
· Believers will be betrayed by family and friends and hated for the sake of the Lord

Second Peter 2:1-3
· False Prophets
· False teachers
· Destructive heresies
· Denying the Lord  
· Many follow their depraved conduct
· Many will bring the way of truth into dispute
· Greed
· Exploitation with lies

Second Peter 3:3-4
· Scoffer (mocker)
· Walking after their own lusts (desires, longing for what is forbidden)

First Timothy 4:1-3
· Departure from the faith
· Gives heed to seducing spirits (wandering, roving, corrupter, misleading, imposters)
· Lies
· Hypocrisy 
· Conscience seared with hot iron (no regard for what they say or do)
· Hypocrisy of those who forbid marriage
· Hypocrisy to abstain from meats (pretense of holiness)

Second Timothy 3:1-8
· Lovers of themselves
· Covetous
· Boastful
· Proud
· Blasphemers
· Disobedient to their parents
· Unthankful
· Unholy
· Without natural affection 
· Trucebreakers
· False accusers 
· Incontinent (Without self-control)
· Fierce (Not tame)
· Despisers of those that are good
· Traitors  
· Heady (Rash)
· High minded (Conceited, Proud)
· Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God
· Creep into homes and gain control over gullible women
· Have a form of righteousness but deny its power
· Led away with divers lusts (Loaded down with sins and swayed by all kinds of evil desires)
· Increased knowledge but not of the truth
· Resists the truth
· Corrupt minds
· Reprobate concerning the faith (Not standing the test, Unfit)




















THE UNHOLY TRINITY
Revelation 16:13
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come 
out of the mouth of the dragon,
and out of the mouth of the beast,
and out of the mouth of the false prophet.

UNHOLY TRINITY 
Satan tries to mimic, imitate, and counterfeit the Holy Trinity in the end times as he does always throughout Scripture.  He is a sham, a fake, a mockery, bogus, hoax, and a phony!  This imitation is called the unholy trinity or satanic trinity.  The unholy trinity is comprised of the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet. The Dragon is Satan, the Anti-God, the Beast is the Antichrist, and the False Prophet is the Anti-Holy Spirit or counterfeit Holy Spirit.
DRAGON
Satan is described as the serpent, an angel of light but he is referred to as the great red dragon in Revelation 12:3.  He will direct people to worship the Antichrist at the middle of the Tribulation.  
Revelation 12:3, “And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.” 
Satan mimics in several ways but here are a few of his meager attempts.  Satan mimics the Church.  The Antichrist worship center will be called the “Synagogue of Satan”
Revelation 2:9, “I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.”  
Revelation 3:9, “Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.”
The Church is considered to be the bride of Christ but Satan’s bride is called “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH”.  
· Revelation 17:5, “And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
Christians use a communion cup and the Lord’s Table while Satan mimics with a cup of demons and a table of demons.
· First Corinthians 10: 21, “Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.”
· The ministry of Jesus was for three- and one-half years.  Satan will “reign” as the Antichrist for three- and one-half years.  The actual “reign” of the Antichrist is for forty-two months, which begins after he is revealed at the Middle of the Tribulation. 
· Revelation 11:1-2, “1And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 2But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.”





   ANTICHRIST
The Antichrist, as a political ruler, attempts to bring peace at the beginning of the Tribulation but people do not realize and recognize him as the Antichrist until the middle of the Tribulation.  First and Second John, Revelation 12, 13 and Daniel 7, 11 give details on Antichrist.  
He will reveal himself at the middle of the Tribulation.  He will come out of the sea possibly the Mediterranean Sea.  The Dragon (Satan) will give power to the Beast (Antichrist).  The Dragon and the Beast are related but different.  They differ on their number of crowns.  Notice the Dragon has seven heads, ten horns and seven crowns.  The Beast has seven heads, ten horns, but has ten crowns.  The ten horns represent rulers who will govern with the Antichrist.  The seven heads are the seven world governments known also as seven hills or seven mountains.  Six of the world governments were Assyrian Empire, Egyptian Empire, Babylonian Empire, Medo-Persian Empire, Greek and Roman Empires.  The seventh world government will be controlled by the Antichrist and is thought to be the United Nations.  The ten crowns represent ten divisions apportioned by seventh world government.  The Beast, The World Government, and the Antichrist are spoken of as the same.

FALSE PROPHET
Have you noticed the word fake in the news lately?  Seems like the world is preparing for fake!  The False Prophet acts like the Holy Spirit but is a phony.  He will have supernatural power and will perform counterfeit miracles as he tries to impersonate the Holy Spirit.   The False Prophet will coerce each person to take the mark of the beast (Revelation 13:16-17).
· Second Thessalonians 2:9, “Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,”
· Revelation 13:12-14, “12And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 13And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 14And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.”
· Revelation 13:16-17, “16And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.  18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.”
· Revelation 19:20, “And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”
The Bible warns us to beware of false prophets.
· Matthew 7:15, 15Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”
The False Prophet is the second beast seen in Revelation 13:11-18.  He speaks like a dragon and has horns like a lamb.  Horns represent strength and power while a lamb represents gentleness, but the false prophet will be an imitation of gentleness.  He will exercise great power with deceptive gentleness, luring, performing miracles and coercing people.  He will come out of the earth rather than the sea like the Antichrist. The False Prophet coerces everyone to take the Mark of the Beast.
· Revelation 13:11, “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns  like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. He and the Antichrist will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. 
· Revelation 19:20, “And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.” 
· Revelation 20:7-10 shows that Satan will not be cast in the lake of fire at this time but will be later after the Millennium.  This passage confirms the Beast and False Prophet will already be there.  
· Revelation 20:7-10, “7And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”
The unholy trinity will be given all of the authority to reign.  During the Tribulation, God is on His throne in Heaven and Jesus is with the saints in Heaven.  Currently the Holy Spirit holds Satan back but a time will come during the Tribulation when he will be taken out of the way or removed so the unholy trinity will perform his work. 
· Second Thessalonians: 2:7-8, “7For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 8And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:”
· Revelation 7:15, “Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.”
· First Thessalonians 4:17, “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”  
· Revelation 4: 4-11, “4And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. 5And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 6And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. 7And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 8And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, LORD God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 9And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”



The meaning of “taken out of the way” has caused some discussion among many.   Since the Holy Spirit has been taken out of the way who can save the people during the Tribulation?”  This phrase means the enemy will no longer be held back and will be allowed to rule using his most harsh and evil methods.  This refers to the fact that the Holy Spirit will not restrain Satan or hold him back.


	Holy Trinity and Unholy Satanic Trinity Counterfeit

	Holy Trinity
	Scripture For Holy Trinity
	Unholy Satanic Trinity
	Scripture for Unholy Trinity

	God
is
The Father
	1st Corinthians 8:6
6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.

Matthew 28:19
19 Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations,
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father,
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
	The Dragon
is
The Anti-God
	Revelation 12:9
9And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

Revelation 20:2
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,


	God the Son
is
Jesus Christ
	John 1:14
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

John 10:30
I and my Father are one.

John 12:45
And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.
	The Beast
The Son of Perdition
is
The Anti-Christ
	
2 Thessalonians 2:3
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Revelation 13: 4-5
4And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 5And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.

	God the Spirit
is
The Holy Spirit
	2nd Corinthians 3:17
17Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

Matthew 3:16
16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:

	The False Prophet
is
The Anti-Spirit
	Revelation 19:20
And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

Revelation 20:10
And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.







THE RAPTURE
The Rapture begins when the Church Age ends.  Hereafter in Revelation 4:1 is also translated as “after this”, “what happens next”, and “what takes place after this”.  After this refers to after the Church Age. 
At the time of the Rapture, Daniel 9:27 tells us the Antichrist will sign a Treaty with Israel for one week.  The signing of the treaty signals the beginning of the Tribulation.  The treaty signing happens at or near the time of the Rapture and before the Tribulation. One week is seven years.  However, in the middle of the week, which is three- and one- half years, the Antichrist will break the treaty (Daniel 9:27).
· Revelation 4:1, “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.”  
· Daniel 9:27, “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week:  and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”
As long as the Church remains on earth, the larger part of Revelation fulfillment cannot take place.  When Jesus comes in the Rapture, the Church (New Testament saints) will be caught up and will meet Him in the air.  Apostle Paul wrote in First Thessalonians 4:16:
· First Thessalonians 4:16, “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:” 
This means that the Church, those who repented and followed Christ, will rise from their graves and will be caught up in the clouds.  Those who rejected Christ will be left behind.  Old Testament saints and the Tribulation saints will be resurrected after the tribulation.  Chapter seven is devoted to resurrections in more detail.  
No one except the Father knows the time and day but believers are absolutely not ignorant concerning the times and seasons. 
· Matthew 24:36, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”  
First Thessalonians 5:1-2 confirms that believers know the times and seasons. 
Believers being full of the Holy Spirit know the time is near.
· First Thessalonians 5:1-2, “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.”  
Prophecies have been fulfilled and we are now living in the period of the Laodicean Church, the last church age before the Rapture.  The word Rapture does not appear in the Bible.  It comes from a Latin word rapare meaning to seize.  Nonetheless the Bible unquestionably speaks to it.  The Greek word for “caught up” is “harpazo” (#726 in the Strong’s Concordance).  It means to snatch out or snatch away, to carry off.
· First Thessalonians 4:17, “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:  and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”  
Some question the idea of a Pre-Tribulation Rapture (where the Rapture occurs before the Tribulation).  However, the Bible never says the Church will go through the Tribulation.  
God does not destine us to wrath as written in:
· First Thessalonians 5:9, “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,”
The Lord has promised to keep us from the hour of trial or temptation.
· Revelation 3:10, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.” 
The Church will accompany Christ when He comes at the Second Coming after the tribulation.  We read in: 
· First Thessalonians 3:13, “To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the book of Daniel, are believed by many scholars to imply the Jews during the Tribulation.  We notice Daniel’s absence from the fiery furnace.  Many scholars believe his absence prefigures the Church being absent from the Tribulation.  This would support Pre-Tribulation Rapture.
· Daniel 3: 23-25, “23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”
Furthermore, the Church will be married to Jesus at the Marriage of the Lamb in heaven. This event happens sometime before the Second Coming and probably after the Judgment Seat of Christ.  The Marriage Supper of the Lamb event, different than the Marriage of the Lamb, takes place on earth sometime at the Second Coming of Christ.
· Revelation 19:7-9, “7Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.”  
Wedding customs in the time of Christ were different than our present western customs. There were at least three phases to the marriage.  After the marriage contract was signed by each of the parents, the betrothal period or engagement began.  It lasted about a year.  Secondly, just like in the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13, the bridegroom and his male friends go to the house of the bride at midnight.  They all joined up and paraded down the streets and ended up at the home of the bride.  Thirdly, there was a marriage supper like the one at the wedding of Cana in John 2:1-2.  After the Church gets raptured, she will participate in various events such as this in heaven as those left on earth go through the Tribulation.  These events will be discussed in the chapter devoted solely to the Tribulation. 











CONCERNING DEATHS AND RESURRECTIONS

From the moment we are born we begin to die.  We will all die.  Some will die once while others die twice.  The study of end times deals much with first and second deaths, as well as, the resurrection of different groups.  Some explanations are necessary to clarify what is meant by deaths and resurrections.  Let’s first consider deaths since there must be a death before there can be a resurrection. 
· Hebrews 9:27, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:” 
All people will have a “first death” but all people will not have a second death.  Both saints and sinners will die a “first death” but only sinners will die a “second death”.  The second death has no power over believers.  The believer will be given eternal life and will die the natural death but not a spiritual death.
· “Revelation 20:6, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”  
“Second death” applies to those who do not believe in Jesus Christ and have not repented of their sins.   Sinners will die a first death or a natural death but will also die a spiritual and eternal death.  This death refers to being totally cut off physically and spiritually from God forevermore.  Those who die a second death will lose the opportunity to ever again accept Jesus, as Lord.  They will spend their eternal life in hell in a literal burning fire without even one drop of water to quench thirst. 

The second death is mentioned four times in Scripture.
· Revelation 2:11, “1He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.”
· Revelation 20:6, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”
· Revelation 20:14, “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.”
· Revelation 21:8, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”

SECOND DEATH
Eternal death
Only sinners will experience
Separation from God forever 
FIRST DEATH
Natural physical death
All will die this death 








We will all die a natural death and we will all be resurrected from the natural death.  The difference will be the timing of the resurrection and the place of eternal destiny. 
The Bible talks of two resurrections: the first and second resurrection.  These two resurrections are for two different groups of people; the saved and the non-saved.


FIRST RESURRECTION
SAVED  (JUST)
SECOND RESURRECTION
UNSAVED (UNJUST)


· Isaiah 26:19, “Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.”
· Luke 14:14, “And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.”
· John 5: 28-29, “28Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”
· Acts 24:15, “And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.” 
· Daniel 12:1-2, “1And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.  2And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”

When believers die, their souls depart to heaven but their bodies remain in the grave until they are resurrected.  This will be discussed in detail.  When non-believers die, their souls go to hell and will eventually be cast into the eternal lake of fire.  Their bodies remain in the grave until after the millennium at the time of the Great White Throne Judgment.   
Resurrection refers to when the bodies will be raised from the dead. The bodies of all believers and all non-believers will be resurrected from the dead but will resurrect at different times and go to different places.  
· Second Corinthians 5:8, ”We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”
· Revelation 20:13-15, “13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
· John 5:28-29, “28Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”

The resurrection of the saints or the first resurrection refers to when our mortal bodies resurrect from the dead to be joined with our spirit and be clothed with an immortal body.  This is called our glorified bodies.  Our bodies will be like Jesus’ glorified body.
· First Corinthians 15:42-53, “42So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:  43It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:  44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.  45And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.  46Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.  47The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven. 48As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.  49And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 50Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 51Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.”

The first resurrection takes place in various stages and at various times.  The chart following this discussion will help to illustrate.
First:  The resurrection of Jesus and some Old Testament Jerusalem saints.  It is amazing how the resurrected bodies appeared unto many!  This resurrection has already happened.  
· First Corinthians 15:20-24, “20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 24Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.”
· Matthew 27:52-53,  “52And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 53And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.”

Second:  The Rapture is the resurrection of the New Testament Church – meaning those who are in Christ.  The dead will rise first before the Tribulation, which was already discussed.  

Third:  The resurrection of the two witnesses.  The scriptures require two or three witnesses to confirm and establish legitimacy of a matter.  Two examples are in Deuteronomy 19:15 and Matthew 18:16.  During the Tribulation, God will send two prophets known as the two witnesses to confirm sin in the world and prophesy.  The two witnesses are spoken of in Revelation 11.   The Antichrist will make war with them and kill them.  Their bodies will lie in the street for three- and a half days.  Their bodies will be seen by the whole world.  After which, God will breathe life into them and they will be resurrected and fear will fall on all those who see the two witnesses raptured.  The whole world will be watching. This will happen during the Middle of the Tribulation.  
· Deuteronomy 19:15, “ One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established.”
· Matthew 18:16, “But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.”
· Revelation 11:10-13, “10And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. 11And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 12And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 13And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.”

Fourth:  Resurrection of the Old Testament saints.  The fourth and fifth resurrection will happen after the Tribulation and prior to the Millennium.  
Fifth:  Resurrection of the martyrs at the end of the tribulation, which is at the Second Coming.  
· Revelation 7:14, “14And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
· Revelation 20:4-5, “4And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.”
· 
 The believing survivors of the Tribulation will not be resurrected and will have mortal bodies going into the Millennium.  There is much discussion about whether the 144,000 Jews will be resurrected.  There is no Scripture that says the 144,000 die.  One must die before he/she can be resurrected.  Revelation 7:2-3 specifies they are spared from judgment, and they are protected and sealed.  The word “sealed” in Revelation 7:3 (Strong’s Number 4972) means to stamp, to attest ownership, to authorize or validate.  They have been validated and authorized to perform a special work and they cannot be harmed by the Tribulation threats and events.  

The 144,000 could have ascended if you interpret Mount Zion as being in heaven.  Scripture does not say the 144,000 ascended.  Another interpretation of the Mount Zion location is that of a scene--taking place on earth, whether in the New Jerusalem or the earthly Jerusalem during the Millennium.  The Mount Zion referred to in Revelation 14:1 is the City of Jerusalem where Jesus will return and plant His feet.
· Matthew 24:13, “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”
· Revelation 7:2-3, “2And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.”
· Revelation 14:1-5, “1And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 2And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 3And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 4These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 5And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.”

Revelation chapters 19-20 do not discuss the Rapture at all.  Hence giving the implication that those believers, on earth, which are alive after the Tribulation, at the Second Coming, will go into the Millennium in their mortal bodies. 
The 144,000 of Revelation 7 and of Revelation 14 are the same.
The “rest of the dead” refers to those who rejected Jesus as Lord and Savior and as God.  They will experience the second resurrection at the end of the Millennium.
· Revelation 6: 9-11, “9And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, do you not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”

The second resurrection is for those who have not repented and who have rejected God.  Upon their resurrection they will stand in the final judgment at the end of the Millennium.  
· Second Thessalonians 1:9, “Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;” 

From the point they died their physical death, those who rejected God can have no other chance to be saved.  They will be separated from God forever.   
· Revelation 20:12-13, “12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.”






























MAJOR RESURRECTIONSFIRST RESURRECTION
FOR THE SAVED (JUST)

	1.
 Past- After the death of Jesus
	2.
 At the Rapture
	3. 
Middle of the Tribulation
	4.
At the end of Tribulation
Prior to Millennium 
	5.      
At the end of Tribulation 
Prior to Millennium

	Jesus and some Old Testament Jerusalem saints





Matthew 27:52-53
Matthew 28:1-7;
Mark 16:1-11;
Luke 24:1-12;
John 20:1-18;
First Corinthians 15:20-24


	Resurrection of the Church
Dead rise first 
Then those alive in Christ



John 14:3; 
First Thessalonians 4:17-18;
First Corinthians 15:50-53;
Second Corinthians 5:1-4
	Resurrection of the two witnesses 






Revelation 11:10-13





	Resurrection of the Old Testament saints 





Ezekiel 37: 12-14; Daniel 12:1-2; Revelation 20:4
	Resurrection of the martyrs (Tribulation Saints) at the end of the Tribulation, which is at the Second Coming


Daniel 12:1-2; Revelation 20:4-5; Revelation 6:9-11



**The believing survivors of the Tribulation and the 144,000 Jews will not be resurrected and will have mortal bodies going into the Millennium.  Matthew 24:13, “13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”  Revelation chapters 19-20 do not discuss the Rapture at all.  This gives the implication that those believers, on earth, which are alive, at the Second Coming, will go into the Millennium in their mortal bodies.

SECOND RESURRECTION
RESURRECTION OF DAMNATION
RESURRECTION OF THE WICKED

 FOR THE UNSAVED (UNJUST)
Unsaved – Their souls go to hell after death but their bodies will be raised at end of 1000 year reign of Christ – the end of the Millennium.  Their bodies have been partners in sin with their soul and will be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment.

Daniel 12:1-2
John 5:28-29
Acts 24: 14-15
Second Thessalonians 1:9
Revelation 20:4, 12-15





REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS
God promises to reward everyone according to his/her works (Revelation 22:12).  The word rewards refers in the sense of both rewards and punishments.  Rewards will be allocated according to what we have sown whether good or bad.  
Everyone, even believers, have to give an account to God.  
· Romans 14:10-12, “10But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ.
	11For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 	tongue shall confess to God. 12So then every one of us shall give account of 	himself to God.”
· Second Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 
· Revelation 22:12, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”  
There are two end time judgments.  One is the Judgment Seat of Christ and the other is the Great White Throne Judgment.  One is the believer’s judgment, which will be different than the non-believers’ judgment.  They occur at different times and for two different groups. Those who accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior will appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  The believer will be judged according to his/her works.  This judgment occurs after the Rapture in heaven.  The Judgment Seat is also called the Bema seat judgment.  Bema (# 968 Strong’s Concordance) is the Greek word for Judgment Seat and means step.  It implies an elevated stage for the Judge during the judicial proceedings or the official seat of the judge.  Those who don’t accept Jesus, as Lord, will be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment.  The Great White Throne Judgment occurs after the Millennium for the unrepentant sinner.  Those will be given the death sentence (eternal separation from God) in the Lake of Fire.  
· First Corinthians 3:12-15, “12Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 14If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”
Only the redeemed of the Lord will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  After the Rapture, the believer will be “judged”.  This judgment has nothing to do with our salvation.  Salvation comes only by grace and through faith and not by works (Ephesians 2: 8-9).  Only through the atoning work of Christ Jesus can salvation be obtained.
The Judgment Seat for the believer is not for the purpose of condemnation.  
· Romans 8:1, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  
This judgment will be to reward believers for their works, for what they have done for Christ.  Believers will be rewarded based on how faithfully they served Jesus and others. 
· There are varying degrees of rewards as taught by Jesus in the parable of talents in Luke 19:12-27.  
· First Corinthians 3:8, “Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.”
Jesus promised various rewards for those who will faithfully serve Him. 
· Matthew 5:12, “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.”
· First Corinthians 3:14, “If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.”
· Revelation 22:12, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”
Some of those rewards will be crowns, which we will cast at the feet of Jesus. The Greek word for crown is stephanoo (Strong’s # 4737) and implies the winner or victor in a contest.  It was used as a symbol of victory over death taken from the Roman Goddess Victoria.  Victory is Latin for Victoria.  A crown was also used as a symbol of victory in Greek games and contests.  
· Revelation 4:10-11, “10The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”
Crowns will be one of the types of rewards given to believers.  Crowns are a symbol of eternal rewards for victory, righteousness, kingship, triumph, honor, and glory.  The Bible speaks of five crowns that believers will receive in heaven.  
1. An Incorruptible or Imperishable Crown also called Victor’s crown for self-discipline and mastery over the sin nature of humanity.  
· First Corinthians 9:25-27, “25And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 26I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 27But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”
· Second Timothy 2:5, “And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.”
2. A Crown of Rejoicing also known as a soul winner’s crown.  
· First Thessalonians 2:10, “Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe:”  “19. For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?”
3. A Crown of Righteousness for all those who long for Him, keep the faith, and look forward to His return.
· Second Timothy 4:7-8, “7I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”
4. A Crown of Life for those who endured temptation and trials.  
· James 1:12, “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”  
· Revelation 2:10, “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”
5. A Crown of Glory for faithful shepherds.  
· First Peter 5:4, “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
The sinner’s destiny and reward is to be cast into the Lake of Fire----Hell.  Believers are to teach, preach, witness, and live the life of holiness so that the Truth of His Word might convict them.  If sinners might repent before it is too late, they can be saved from the Tribulation and the Lake of Fire. Revelation 20: 7-15 details the time of the Great White Throne Judgment and the events. 
· Revelation 20:7-15, “7And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 11And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”



























THE TRIBULATION
Matthew 24:15-21

“15When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
16Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:
17Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:
18Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.
19And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!
20But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:
21For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of theworld to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”

The Tribulation on earth will begin after the Church is raptured.  The Tribulation will be a time on earth when God will pour out His wrath for those who rejected Him.  John wrote:
· Revelation 6:17, “For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?”
The abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel and referred to by Matthew and Luke is a warning!   A warning that is relevant for us today.  The phrase can also refer to the image of the Antichrist in the Temple.  Some say Matthew refers to when Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the Temple during the intertestamental period of 400 years of silence and about 200 years before Christ.  The phrase abomination of desolation means a foul or detestable thing or hateful things that destroy, makes desolate or lays waste, and strips of treasures.  In its context in Matthew, this phrase not only refers to the destruction of the temple in 70 AD by the Romans but also warned to avoid the disturbing persecution and horrific events of the Tribulation. 

The effect of the Rapture will initially trigger utter and complete chaos on earth.  Imagine it for yourself.  Two people who drove the train, both were saved believers in Jesus Christ and suddenly they are caught up in the air.  The train has no driver.  The same goes for an airplane.  There were two pilots and only one of them was saved.  Bam!  The saved pilot goes missing and the unsaved pilot was left behind.  How about at the air traffic control towers?  How about at the communication centers, the financial systems, the hospitals, cars, and buses?  Wrecks, overloaded telephone systems or lack of a telephone system over the world.  Many graves will open, fires and looting breakout everywhere.  Every system in the world instantly fails.  People will look for answers. Cults, false prophets, and churches will arise but no one will be able to offer peace.  At this time the Antichrist will arise but will not reveal himself as the Antichrist.   No one will realize he is the Antichrist until he reveals himself at the middle of the Tribulation.  He will speak peace and attempt to calm everyone over the world.  People will flock to him and his pseudo peace.  He will set up the one-world government and sign a peace treaty with Israel.  
The Tribulation period will last seven years.  Part one will last for three- and one-half years and part two, called the Great Tribulation, will be the worst time for three-
 and one-half more years.  Part two known as the Great Tribulation is also called the Middle of the Week. The Bible refers to the Tribulation by other names as well.

“Day of the Lord” is frequently used in the Old and New Testaments to refer to the Tribulation period.  
These are just a few of the many passages found in Scripture.
· Isaiah 2:12, “For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:” 
· Joel 1:15, “Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.”  
· Malachi 4:5, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:” 
· Acts 2:20, “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:” 

The “Time of the End” in Daniel refers to the “End of Times” for Gentiles but not the final end of the world.   It is the time when the Antichrist will rule and take authority when the “Times of the Gentiles” are fulfilled.  The city of Babylon began the “Times of the Gentiles” in which the Antichrist is called the King of Babylon in Isaiah 14:4.  The “Time of the Gentiles” in Luke 21:24 refers politically to the time Israel is under the domination of Gentile rule.  It began at the Babylonian Captivity and will end at the Second Coming.  The “Fullness of the Gentiles” in Romans 11:25 is different.  It has more to do with numbers not politics.  Fullness of the Gentiles is referring to when the last person becomes part of the Church before she is raptured.   It began on the day of Pentecost when the Church was born and will end at the Rapture.  That is seven years before the Time of the Gentiles ends at the Second Coming.  
· Daniel 12:9, “And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end." 
· Isaiah 14:4, “That thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased!
· Luke 21:24, “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”
· Romans 11:25, “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.”

The phrase, “End of the World” can refer to the Tribulation period.  
·    Matthew 13:40, “As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.”  
· Matthew 13:49, “So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,” 

The phrase, “The Time of Jacob’s Trouble” refers to the Tribulation.
· Jeremiah 30:7, “Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it.”

The “Day of the Lord’s Wrath” and “Day of Trouble and Distress” refers to the Tribulation in the book of Zephaniah. 
· Zephaniah 1:15, “That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,
· Zephaniah 1:18, “Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.”



The Tribulation is also called, “The Hour of Trial” and the “Hour of His Judgment” in Revelation.
· Revelation 3:10, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”
· Revelation 14:7, “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”

“Indignation” refers to the Tribulation.  
· Isaiah 26:20, “Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.”

The seven-year Tribulation period is referred to as “seventy weeks”.
· Daniel 9:24-27, “24Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 25Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

Daniel’s Messianic prophecy (Daniel 9: 24-27) summarizes some of the events before the Millennium.  His prophecy is the basis for how “Pre-Tribulationists” determine the Tribulation lasts for seven years.   Some of the prophecy is fulfilled and some is yet to come.  The Tribulation or the Seventieth Week cannot happen until a seven-year treaty is signed between Israel and the Antichrist and the temple is rebuilt.   Second Thessalonians 2:4 tells us that the Antichrist will sit in the temple and proclaim to be God.  Matthew 24:15 refers to the holy place which is part of the temple.   Currently there is no temple.  This must be fulfilled before the seventy weeks can transpire.  
· Matthew 24:15, “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
· Second Thessalonians 2:4, “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.”

The prophecy revealed that Jesus had to be crucified and the temple had to be destroyed.  These two events happened.  The temple was destroyed in 70 AD.  Israel had to become united as a nation.  Israel, then know as Palestine, was under the British rule between 1917 and 1948. In May, 1948 Israel became the Jewish nation.  The temple still has to be rebuilt.  Sacrifices and offerings have to be reinstated.  This part of the prophecy has not been fulfilled yet.  The Antichrist will promise to protect Israel in the treaty.  However, He will defy the treaty during the middle of the Tribulation and will end all animal sacrifices and offerings (Daniel 9:27).  
A short discussion about the tabernacle/ and temple is important to insert here.  The first place of worship in the Bible was the Tabernacle of Moses.  God wanted to be in the midst of His people.  Exodus 25-40 describes the Tabernacle and its furniture.  Each piece of furniture points us to Christ.  The place of the Tabernacle had three sections:  the outer court, the Holy Place or the Inner Court and the Most Holy Place or the Holy of Holies.  The outer court had two pieces of furniture.  One was the brazen altar or the altar of sacrifice.  Animal sacrifices were placed on the altar and the blood would be collected for the Priest to sprinkle in the Most Holy Place for the remission of the sins of the people.  Jesus Christ was our ultimate sacrifice and today no other sacrifice is needed nor could even measure up to the sacrifice He made for us.  Another furniture piece in the outer court was the brazen laver.  This was a water basin for the Priests to wash before they enter into the Holy Place.  Mirrors lined the basin, which reflected the image of the Priests.  It symbolizes washing before entering.  We want to stand clean before the Lord Jesus and after we have received the sacrifice of our Lord, we reflect through the mirrors on our past, our sins, and our life.  Then and only then we can enter into the Holy Place.  Only Priests were allowed into this section.  There were three pieces of furniture inside.  One was a table of showbread, whereby one loaf from each tribe was place.  Every Sabbath the bread would be replaced.  The Priests would eat from this bread during the week.  The bread represents Jesus because the scriptures say He is the bread of life.  Secondly, there was a menorah or a lampstand.  This provided light for the sanctuary.  Jesus is the light of the world and has commanded us to put on the armor of light and to be a light in this world.  Thirdly, the altar of incense represented the prayers of the saints.  
The Holy of Holies is the third section, which could be entered only by the High Priest and only once a year on Yom Kippur (day of atonement).  A solid curtain without openings separated the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place.  The High Priest would there atone for the sins of the people and reconcile them back to God.  The Ark of the Covenant was its only piece of furniture.  The Ark represents the presence of God.  This is the place God would speak to His people.  On top of the Ark was the mercy seat where God would appear as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to guide the Israelites during their Egyptian bondage.  It represented God’s involvement with His people.  When Christ died for us and became the final sacrifice for the atoning of sins, the solid curtain tore.  This represents that we all now have access to His presence.  We can all enter into the Holy of Holies.  We have no go between for the atoning of our sins.  We all can go to Him in prayer and ask forgiveness because of His blood.  
The moveable tent of meeting, the tabernacle, was eventually put to rest.   The Temple became the worship place and housed the same kind of furnishings as the Tabernacle.
A Temple did not exist until the time when Israel called out for a King instead of judges.  God was unhappy about this demand but nonetheless appointed Saul as the first King over Israel.  After King Saul, King David was anointed by God to be the King of Israel.  David wanted to build a house for God.  He was told that he could not do so because he had blood on his hands.  God assured David that his son Solomon would build the Temple.  The first Temple built in 957 BC was called Solomon’s Temple.  It was extravagant and extremely luxurious.  Solomon’s Temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. when King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem as Jeremiah had prophesied.  King Nebuchadnezzar held the Jews in captivity for seventy years in Babylon.  Babylonian captivity ended when King Cyrus from Persia attacked Babylon and released the Jews allowing them to return home and worship their God.  Isaiah prophesied this about one hundred years before King Cyrus.  The Jews left in three groups at three different times while some remained in Persia.  The book of Nehemiah describes one return and the rebuilding of the wall around Jerusalem.  The book of Ezra describes the rebuilding of the Temple under Zerubbabel.  Esther was one of the ones who remained in Persia and she became the Queen to King Ahasuerus.  Later under King Herod, the King during the birth of Christ renovated the Temple to make it more elaborate.  That Temple was called King Herod’s Temple or the Second Temple.  It was in this Temple that Jesus taught.  King Herod’s Temple was destroyed in 70 AD.  Jesus foretold the destruction of this Temple in the book of Mark.  The only portion left of the Temple is the Wailing Wall where Jews and tourists go to pray.  Currently there is no Temple so sacrifices cannot be made and the High Priest cannot enter into the Holy of Holies to atone for the sins of the people.  The Dome of the Rock, a Muslim mosque, sits on top of the Temple Mount.  This poses some dialogue about how the building of the Tribulation Temple can take place without a war.  The Antichrist will sit on the throne in the Tribulation Temple.  In the new heaven and new earth, there will be no need for a physical Temple (Revelation 21).  
The Tabernacle and Temple was a place to meet with God, a place where He dwelled. The Ark of the Covenant and the glory cloud represented his presence.  In the new heaven and new earth, God’s presence will be everywhere.  




























COMMENTS ON THE SEAL JUDGMENTS
	#
	Seals
	Comments

	1
	Revelation 6:1-2
And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.
2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.
	· The rider is not Christ.  Christ appears in Revelation 19:11-21 as a White Horse Rider.  Christ appears here as a Lamb and is the one opening the seals.  Rider is the Antichrist, imitating Christ.  He is not yet revealed as Antichrist until Middle of Tribulation.
· Does not say he had an arrow. Rules with bow not sword. Bow means military might. Daniel 8:24, 11:38-39; Second Thessalonians 2:9. 
· No arrow indicates Antichrist comes as man of peace in the beginning.
· Appears uncrowned at first –-afterward crowned.  Crown given as a gift not as a reward like believers will receive. Crown means power to rule.  
· Only one weapon--bow.

	2
	Revelation 6:3-4
3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.
4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.
	· Red symbolizes blood and the sword of war with extraordinary power.
· Antichrist has power to remove peace from the earth.
· Result of this war may be when Antichrist becomes head of the “Ten Kingdom Federation”.  Daniel 2:31-35, 40-45; 7:7-8, 19-24; Revelation 13:1-2;17; 3, 7, 12-16. Matthew 24:6-7.
· Only one weapon -- large sword.

	3
	Revelation 6:5-6
5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.
6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.
	· Black symbolizes famine, grief and mourning. Pair of balances symbolizes the high cost of food, economic disaster and famine.   Men have been called to war and fields go untilled as Christ said in Matthew 24:7.  A little wheat will equal a day’s wage.  
· Only two weapons -- economic disaster and famine. 

	4
	Revelation 6:7-8
7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.
	· Pale symbolizes death, spoiled meat and rotten flesh.  
· Rider looking for those destined to hell. Hell follows death.  
· Rider has four weapons- sword, famine, plague, and wild beasts.  Note the progression of intensity and number of weapons.
· Ezekiel 14:21

	5
	Revelation 6:9-11
9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:
10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?
11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.
	· Those slain for their testimony during Tribulation --called Tribulation saint--not those who were already resurrected with the Church Rapture.  Revelation 12:11


· White signifies righteousness of Christ.
· The Tribulation Saints will rest for a while to wait for other believers to be killed. But fulfillment comes in Revelation 20:4. 

	6
	Revelation 6:12-17
12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;
13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.
14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.
15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:
17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?
	· Great Eathquake (seismos)means a shaking, tempest. Strong’s # 4578.   The whole earth will shake- convulse when the sixth seal is opened enough to cause the stars of heaven to fall.  Perhaps it may be a nuclear explosion or caused by one.
· Great environmental and physical changes occur, so much that people will call for the mountains and rocks to fall on them.  See Isaiah 13:9-11; Ezekiel 29:9-12; 30:3-6; Joel 2:30-31; Matthew 24:29.
· They should call on Jesus instead of mountains and rocks!
· Day of His wrath = Tribulation
------------------------------------------------------------------
· ***Before opening the seventh seal there seems to be a pause.  Read Revelation 7:1-9.   
Note: From Revelation 7:1-9…
· The angel from the east has authority over the other four angels.  He holds the seventh seal in his hand.  He will mark and seal on the foreheads of 144,000 Jews, 12,000 from each of the twelve tribes with the “Father’s Name” (Revelation 14:1; 22:4).  The fullness of the Gentiles will be complete at the Rapture (Romans 11:25-27) and the Jews will have special protection from God to evangelize during the Tribulation.  Many will be saved.  Revelation 7:9


	7
	Revelation 8:1-5
And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.
2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.
3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.
4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand.
5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.
	· There will be a silence in Heaven for thirty minutes in preparation of worsening events. 
· The altar of incense represents the prayers of the saints. (Study of Moses’ Tabernacle will help --Exodus 25-40).








COMMENTS ON THE TRUMPET JUDGMENTS
	
	Trumpets
	Comments

	1
	Revelation 8:6-7
6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.
7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.
	
· Hail and fire will be mingled with blood and cast upon the earth.  One-third of the trees will be burned and all the green grass will be burned.  Reminiscent of the seventh plague of Egypt (Exodus 9:22-26).

· Fulfillment of Joel 2:30-31.

	2
	Revelation 8:8-9
8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood;
9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.
	· Judgment of the sea

	3
	Revelation 8:10-11
10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;
11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter.
	· Great star called Wormwood may be interpreted as a meteor.  Maybe an actual star would destroy the whole earth.  Angelic beings are sometimes referred to as stars but that doesn’t fit here. 

· Jeremiah 9:13-15; 23:15.

· Wormwood means bitter.


	4
	Revelation 8:12-13
12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise.
13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!
	· One-third of the sun, moon and stars are darkened affecting day and night.  Luke 21: 25-26.

· Three woes proclaimed corresponding to the next three trumpet sounds signifying the worsening of judgments.

	5
	Revelation 9:1-11
And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.
2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.
3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.
4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.
5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.
6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.
7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.
8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.
9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle.
10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.
11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.
12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.
	· This is not a real star and not an astrological body but an angel or person referred to as “him”.  The star may be Satan but would God give the keys to the pit to Satan?  Maybe it is an angel that will eventually cast Satan into the bottomless pit.  Maybe it is Wormwood in the previous chapter.  


· The pit is opened and the sun and air become dark and powerful locusts are released out of the smoke with specific guidance on what and whom they could hurt.
· People will want to die and they will not be allowed to die. 

· First woe.  Plague of Locusts.



	6
	Revelation 9:13-21
13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,
14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates.
15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.
16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.
17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.
18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.
19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.
20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.
	· The four angels are bound signifying they are “bad” angels.   The angels were restrained and prepared for God’s exact timing.  They are loosed to kill a third part of the people.  

· Military troops will number two hundred thousand thousand (200,000,000).  China and possibly India are the only countries possibly big enough.   Satan has armies and hierarchical ranks (2 Kings 6:13-17; Ephesians 6:10-18).

· Powerful description and yet they don’t repent. 
A two hundred million-person army!

· Second Woe.  Plague of Horsemen. 




· ***Between the sixth and seventh Trumpet there is an interval.  Read Revelation 10-11:14.  
· The mighty angel that comes down from Heaven with the little book may be Christ Jesus because His description is like Revelation 1:12-15.  Maybe it is an archangel. Really no one knows.   We saw another mighty angel in Revelation 5:2.
· Revelation 11: 1-14 gives a description of two witnesses who will prophesy in the last part of the Tribulation.  They are believed to be Elijah and Moses.  Elijah was the one who shut up heaven that it didn’t rain and Moses is the only one who had power to turn water to blood.  However, others say John the Baptist.  Others say he will be like Elijah in spirit and power.  The Two witnesses prophesy 3 ½ years during the Tribulation and will destroy enemies with fire.  During the time of their testimony they are supernaturally protected from death but afterwards will be killed by the Antichrist. Their dead bodies will lie in the street for 3 ½ days but they will be resurrected by God’s breath and will ascend to heaven in a cloud!
·  Even during Tribulation as they are filled with the Holy Spirit (oil and light) fighting the forces of darkness- (Zechariah 4).  Their bodies will lie in the street where Jesus was crucified (Revelation 11:8).
· Revelation 11:13 earthquake ends the “Second Woe”. 7,000 will die.  Others will give God glory.
· Exodus 7; 1 Kings 17: 1-7; Zechariah 4: 2-6, 4:11-14; Malachi 4:5-6; Acts 1:10-11 Jude 9 

	7
	Revelation 11:15-19
15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.
16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God,
17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O LORD God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.
18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.
19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.
	· Revelation 10:6—no more delays.  God’s wrath concluding.  Zechariah 12 and 14 nations of earth will gather against Jerusalem.
· Two wonders appear in Heaven: sun- clothed woman and great red dragon.
· The woman is Israel not the Church or Virgin Mary.
· Worshipping in Heaven.
· Satan knows his time is near and nations unite to stir up war.  
· Read Revelation 14-15.  Babylon is today Iraq.  Antichrist existed but no one knew who he was. He reveals himself in the middle of the Tribulation or “Middle of the Week”.  The third angel warns against taking the mark. 
· Whoever takes the mark of the beast (666), his image or mark of his name will drink the wrath of God.   
· Note the number of harvests in chapter fourteen.





COMMENTS ON BOWL/VIAL JUDGMENTS
	#
	Bowls/Vials
	Comments

	1
	Revelation 16:1-2 
And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.

2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.
	· Those who take the mark of the beast will have horrible sores, which will be very painful, and smell awful.
· Compare with the sixth plague of Egypt Exodus 9: 8-12.

	2
	Revelation 16:3
3 And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea.

	· Sea is turned into blood and everything is killed in the sea.  Compare with second trumpet.  Vials are worse.

	3
	Revelation 16:4-7
4 And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood.
5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus.
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy.
7 And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.
	· Rivers and streams become blood.  Compare to the third trumpet and also to the first Egyptian plague (Exodus 7:19-24).  Only blood to drink for the thirsty.

	4
	Revelation 16: 8-9
8 And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire.
9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.
	· Great heat scorches upon people.  They blasphemed the Name of God!  They still don’t repent.  (Malachi 4:1)
· This vial has no parallel in the Egyptian plagues - the only one that doesn’t have the parallel.  


	5
	Revelation 16:10-11
10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,
11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.
	· Darkness over all the kingdom of the beast and great pain causing people to gnaw their tongues.
· Compare Ninth Egyptian plague (Exodus 10: 21-23).
· Think about darkness that covered the earth when Jesus hung on cross (Matthew 27: 45; Luke 23: 44-45)
· Joel 2:1-3, 31 describes darkness.

	6
	Revelation 16:12-16
12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.
13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.
14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.
15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.
16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.














	· Euphrates dried up so the nations, Kings of the East can cross over to gather for Battle of Armageddon. Compare to the opening of the Red Sea (Exodus 14:21; Isaiah 11: 15-16).
· Dragon = Anti-God, Beast = Antichrist, False Prophet = Anti-Holy Spirit called the unholy trinity or the Satanic trinity.  Satan always tries to mimic God.
· Compare second plague of Egypt (Exodus 8: 1-2).
· Spirits- First Kings 22: 20-38; Matthew 24: 24-25; Second Thessalonians 2:9; First Timothy 4:1.
· Will come unexpectedly as a thief. Surprise!
· Only time Armageddon mentioned in Bible.  Two hundred million-person army will fight from the East (China, India, and armies from all over the world).  




	7
	Revelation 16:17-21
17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.
18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.
19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.
20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.
21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.
	· Jesus cried out from the cross, “It is finished”. Great earthquake divides the “Great City” into three parts (Zechariah 14: 4-5).  

· Great hail will weigh one- hundred pounds each.  Compare Egyptian plague seven in Exodus 9: 13-35; Joshua 10:11
· Levitical law commanded death by stoning on those who blaspheme.  Here we see hail (stones) from heaven.   Leviticus 24:16.
· The seventh vial ends the Tribulation but sometime before the end of the Tribulation the Battle of Armageddon begins.













THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON
The word Armageddon (“Har-Megedon”) appears only once in the Bible: Revelation 16:16, “And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.”  It will be the deadliest and the bloodiest battle in world history and will be fought toward the end of the Tribulation.  Troops will gather at Mount Megiddo. In fact, the word Armageddon means hill or city of Megiddo.   

At the beginning of the Tribulation Satan will begin to establish his throne and kingdom as a one-world government, one-world religion, and a New World Order.  The spirit of the Antichrist is already at work.   We can see the efforts in our day to make a one-world government, for example, the open borders debate, World Bank, World Health Organization, the European Union, World Trade Organization, and the United Nations.   No one will know that the Antichrist is the world ruler because he is bringing a false peace out of the chaos after the Rapture.  He will attempt to mimic Christ, the true Incarnate, but rather he is a Satan incarnate, Revelation 13.  However, at the Middle of the Tribulation he will be revealed as the Antichrist and will dominate as the world ruler.   At the beginning he has few challenges to his rule and powers but during the Tribulation the various judgments of seals, trumpets, and vials highlight that he is a fake!  Yet, Satan will think he can still win and dominate the world forever.  He will cause the world to worship the Antichrist and take the mark of the beast on either their right hand or on their forehead.
· Revelation 13:16, “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:” 

He will still believe that he is God and that he will be forever.  But God will return with His saints and Holy angels at the Battle of Armageddon toward the end of the Tribulation, which will mark the beginning of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  He will come as a fierce warrior, like a lion instead of a lamb, to demonstrate His complete and awesome power and wrath over the enemy and upon those who rejected Him. 
· Revelation 16:13-21, “13And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 15Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 16And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 17And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 20And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.”  

Zechariah told of this battle in Zechariah 14:1-3. 
· Zechariah 14:1-3, “1Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 3Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.”  

The events of the Battle of Armageddon end the Tribulation.  The armies of the Antichrist will be destroyed.  The Antichrist and False Prophet will be captured and cast into the Lake of Fire.  All nations of the world will be called to gather at Mount Megiddo.  The entire world will be involved.  The blood of this battle will run for a thousand and six hundred furlongs or two hundred miles and will be up to the horses’ bridles.  This battle concludes the Tribulation and begins the Second Coming of Jesus.  He will come on a white horse, eyes with flames of fire, and He will wear many crowns on His head as the Victor!  He will come with His saints unlike at the Rapture where He will come for the saints. 
·    Revelation 14:14-20,“14And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.15And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.16And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.17And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.18And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.19And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.”
· Isaiah 34:1-8,  “1Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it. 2 For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. 4And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. 5For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. 6The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. 7And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. 8For it is the day of the LORD's vengeance, and the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion.”
· Revelation 19:11-16, “11And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
· The saints will not have to fight in this battle.  The saints of God will only watch what happens in the battle.  Jesus is the only one with a weapon.  Out of His mouth will be a sharp sword, which is the Word of God.  At creation (Genesis 1) He spoke the world into existence.  In Genesis 17, God spoke to Abram and he fell on his face.  When Jesus was arrested at the Garden of Gethsemane, He spoke the words, “I am he” and the soldiers fell to the ground.  When God speaks at the Battle of Armageddon, evil will be destroyed!   Revelation 19:13 expresses that His clothes will be dipped in blood but the saints still have clean white linens and that He Himself will rule with the rod.  
·    John 18:4-6, “4Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? 5They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 6As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground”.
·   Revelation 19:13, “And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.”

The Battle of Armageddon will end when all are dead, Antichrist and False Prophet are captured and thrown into the Lake of Fire, when Satan is captured and bound for one thousand years, and with a feast called the Supper of the Great God.  Revelation 19 reveals the end of the Battle of Armageddon marked by the capturing of the Antichrist and the False Prophet.  The capture of Satan is discussed in Revelation 20.  Satan will be captured and bound for one thousand years.  His doom will come at the end of the Millennium.  
· Revelation 20:1-3, “1And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.”

The supper of the great God is described in Ezekiel 39 and Revelation 19.  It marks the end of the Battle of Armageddon with a feast for the birds called the Supper of the Great God.  Do not confuse it with the Marriage Supper of the Lamb!
· Ezekiel 39:17- 20, “17And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood. 18Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. 19And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. 20Thus ye shall be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty men, and with all men of war, saith the Lord GOD.”
· Matthew 24:27-28, “27For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.”
·   Revelation 19:17,  “And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;”
· Revelation 19:19-21, “19And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 20And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.”



















THE SECOND COMING
The Second Coming of Jesus is the return of Jesus to earth after His initial birth, death, resurrection and ascension.  His purpose will be to overthrow Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet and to establish His kingdom on earth.  He will abolish evil, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet and He will establish His millennial kingdom.  The Second Coming of Jesus Christ occurs at the end of the Tribulation during the Battle of Armageddon as was discussed in the last chapter. The New Testament saints of God taken up during the Rapture will sit before the Judgment Seat and receive their glorified bodies.  There will be a wedding in heaven.  It will be the Marriage of the Lamb to His Bride prior to the Second Coming.  The Marriage Supper of the Lamb will come later.
· Revelation 19:7-8, “7Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”  

As discussed earlier, Old Testament saints and Tribulation saints will be resurrected before the end of the Tribulation.  While Jesus came for the saints during the Rapture, He will come with the saints and angels at the Second Coming during the Battle of Armageddon.  The saints and the angels are the armies of God but we will not fight in the battle.    
· Zechariah 14:5, “And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.”
· Matthew 16:27, “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.”
· Matthew 25:31, “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:’
· Luke 9:26, “For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.”
· Mark 8:38, “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
· Luke 12:8, “Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:”  
· First Thessalonians 3:13, “To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”
· Jude 1:14, “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,”
· Revelation 19:14, “And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.”
Believing survivors of the Tribulation will not be resurrected and will go into the Millennium with mortal bodies.  
· Matthew 24:13, “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”  

At the Second Coming when Jesus comes to execute judgment on non-believers, He will not be quiet and humble as He did at the First Coming.  They will see Him coming in the clouds (Revelation 1:7).  He will be a warrior riding on His white horse (Revelation 19:11).  It will not be like a thief in the night as was the Rapture.  The time of His coming is not known but the coming will be visible for all to see and hear.  Matthew 24:27 describes it like lightening coming out of the east.  He will come as the King in power, authority, glory, and honor and the entire world will know that He and He alone is God.   All nations will mourn.  He will come in the east upon the Mount of Olives and the mountain will split (Zechariah 14:4).  The Antichrist will already be gathered with his armies in the “valley of Jehoshaphat” (Joel 3: 2, 12).
· Joel 3:2,  “I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land”
· Joel 3:12, “Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about.”
· Zechariah 14:4, “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.”
· Matthew 24:27, “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
· Matthew 24:30, “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”
· Matthew 25: 30-32, “30And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 31When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:”
· Acts 1:11, “Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
· Revelation 1:7, “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.”
· Revelation 19:11, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.”
















THE MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB
The Marriage of the Lamb and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb are related but two separate events.  A marriage in Biblical days was different than a western wedding known today.  The marriage consisted of at least three phases.  The first phase was the agreement and contract signing between the parents.  It is also called the “ketubbah”, covenant, betrothal or the legal phase.  During this phase a dowry is paid for the bride.  This phase represents the time of our conversion.  Betrothal is a picture of salvation.  Jesus paid our dowry with His life and blood on the cross of Calvary.  This was the phase Mary and Joseph were in when the Holy Spirit made filled her womb with Jesus.   We are living in the betrothal period waiting to be united with our Bridegroom.   A New Testament saint, who is the Church, is the bride to be.  However, Jesus had to ascend to heaven.  He had to go prepare a place for His bride.
· John 14:3, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”

The second phase is when the bridegroom returned for his bride.  The bridegroom had up to seven years to collect the money and prepare a place for his bride.  He would notify the father of the bride when all conditions of the contract were met and they would set a date for consummation.  The bride was made aware that he would be coming at midnight in a torch lit parade.  She would be ready and waiting for the bridegroom.  This second phase is called “chuppah” or sexual consummation.  The parable of the ten virgins illustrates this phase best in Matthew 25:1-3.  The church waits for the time when the Bridegroom returns for His bride, the church.  Sometime after the Rapture and the Judgment Seat the church will unite with the Bridegroom.  This Marriage of the Lamb event will occur in Heaven.  Just so that you are aware, some dispute that the church is the Bride and argue that Israel is the Bride of Christ.  

The third phase is that of a feast called the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  After consummation the entire wedding party would have a procession to the house of the bridegroom for the wedding feast, which represents the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.   It is illustrated in John 2 after the marriage took place and lasted for days or even weeks.  It is a great celebration with songs of Alleluia before the Lord.
Revelation 19:6-10 speaks to a Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 
· Revelation 19:6-10, “6And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 7Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 10And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

There are two views on where the wedding supper takes place.  The first view is that the marriage supper will take place in heaven after the Rapture and before the Tribulation ends.  

The second view is the marriage supper will take place on earth.  Jesus is the Bridegroom and the center of attraction.  The Church is the Bride of Christ.  There are other invited guests at the supper:  Israel, who is saved during the Tribulation, the resurrected Old Testament saints and those Tribulation saints who survive the Tribulation.  The Israel converts and the survivors of the Tribulation will not be resurrected but will remain on earth and will go into the Millennium with their mortal bodies.  They will not have glorified bodies.  Therefore, the marriage supper is thought to take place on earth.  The scriptures below infer suppertime on earth. 
· Matthew 22:1-14, “1And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, 2The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 3And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 4Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them, which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. 5But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 6And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 7But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 9Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 10So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 11And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 13Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14For many are called, but few are chosen.”
· Matthew 25:1-13, “1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 11Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 12But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 13Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
· Luke 14:16-25, “16Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: 17And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 18And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 19And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. 20And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 21So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 22And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room. 23And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper. 25And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them,”
· Revelation 19:7-9, “7Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  8And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.”






















THE MILLENNIUM
The Millennium follows the events of Second Coming of Christ.  The Millennium will be a thousand years reign of Christ on earth.  Glorified saints will rule with Christ.
· First Corinthians 6:2, “Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?”
· Second Timothy 2:12, “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:”
· Revelation 5:10, “And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”
· Revelation 20:4, “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”

When will these 1000 years begin?  No one knows except the Father.  However, we can reflect upon one thoughtful consideration.  Let’s take the year 2020, for example.
 Our Gregorian calendar says we are in year 2020 in the Year of our Lord.  Prior to our Gregorian calendar, the Julian calendar was used but had many errors.  A monk, mathematician, theologian, and scholar named Dionysius Exiguus developed a system that led to the descriptions of AD and BC and led to the more accurate Gregorian calendar that we use today.  AD (Anno Domini) refers to after Christ or in the Year of our Lord and some use it to mean the beginning of the Christian era.  BC refers to Before Christ.  Exiguus’ calculations were actually off somewhere between 4-6 years, dating the birth of Christ, however we still use the system he established.  Jews do not believe in Jesus as Lord so they use a system of BCE and CE.  BCE refers to Before the Common Era and CE refers to the Common Era.  
While our calendar counts from the time of the birth of Christ, the Jewish calendar counts from about 3761 BCE.  Maimonides, a Jewish philosopher, established this date that is said to be the date of Biblical creation.  If we link the almost 4,000 years before Christ and approximately 2,000 years after Christ we find the total of about 6000 years. According to the Jewish year, we are currently in the year 5780 that is equivalent to our 2020 AD.  To understand it more clearly, consider below:
5780 = current Jewish year  (The Jewish New Year began in our 2019) Year 5781 will come in the middle of September 2020).
3761 = Biblical creation according to Hebrew thought (approximately 4000 years)
2020 = A. D. Gregorian calendar (approximately 2000 years)
3761 + 2020 = 5781 which is approximately 6000 years 
4000 + 2000 = 6000 years or the end of the sixth millennium 

These six thousand years are soon coming to a close.  The seventh millennium (7000 years) is thought to correspond to the seventh day of the week or the day of rest.  
Second Peter 3:8 says a day is as a thousand years, therefore let us consider that we are living in the sixth day.  Hebrews 4:9 indicates there is a Sabbath rest still remaining--- See Strong’s Number 4520 “sabbatismos”.  The Sabbath symbolizes the coming of Messiah who will provide a permanent rest for His people.  Jesus is our Sabbath rest.  No, I am not prophesying a day and hour or even a year of when the Rapture and Tribulation will occur.  We are just looking at a thoughtful consideration that has been deliberated.  We must not be carried away with predictions unless it is firmly set in the Word of God through the scriptures.  While we do not know a time, day, year, or an hour, we can surmise that the Sabbath rest is near approaching.  The absolute most important thing is that we are ready at all times and that we have given our life to Christ and repented of our sins.  
· Second Peter 3:8, “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”
· Hebrews 4:9, “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.” 

The term “a thousand years” is mentioned six times in Revelation 20: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.  
· Revelation 20, 2-7, “ 2And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 4And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 7And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,”

At the time of the Millennium, the Antichrist and the False Prophet will have already been cast into the lake of fire.  Satan’s time will not have come yet.  He will be bound for a thousand years until the end when he will be loosed for a season.  During the one thousand years, Satan will not be permitted to exercise his power and influence, nor will he have any impact on those in the Millennium until he is released for a little season.  
· Revelation 20:3, “And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.”

All believers will populate the Millennium.  Persons present at the Millennium will include: 
1.  Those believers raptured at the end of the Church Age as was discussed earlier. 
2.  Those believers who die before the Day of Pentecost, (the birth of the Church), along with those who die during the Tribulation as was previously discussed.  
3.  When Christ returns there will be saints on earth who survived the Battle of Armageddon.  Those who survive The Battle of Armageddon will be considered as His sheep or the righteous and they will be separated from the goats (Matthew 25:31-46).  This will include the 144,000 Israeli believers, and other Gentiles.  They will maintain a natural body because they have not been resurrected and obtained glorified bodies.  
· Matthew 25: 31-46, “31When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”

Isaiah 24:6 and Matthew 24:21-22 note that a few will survive and be left after the Battle of Armageddon.  Zechariah 13:1 and Romans 11:26 reveal that many Jews, although they missed the Rapture, will place trust in Jesus and be saved.  All Jews will not be saved but many will convert after the time of trouble.
· Isaiah 24:6, “Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.”
· Zechariah 3:1, “In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.”
· Matthew 24:21-22, “21For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.”
· Romans 11:26, “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:”

Believing Tribulation survivors which enter the Millennium will have mortal bodies and will procreate.  There is no mention of another Rapture in Revelation 19-20 so it is best understood that the believers, alive on earth at the Second Coming, will go into the Millennium in their natural and non-glorified and non-resurrected bodies.  Those who will have been resurrected and will have had glorified bodies cannot marry nor can they procreate.  However, those with non-glorified or natural bodies will have children during the Millennium.  Those with mortal bodies will have to choose whom they will serve.  Yet, the enemy has been bound in the Abyss during the Millennium. When Satan gets released he will be allowed to deceive the nations.  Some of those who were born during the Millennium will rebel against God just as did Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  

The Battle of Gog and Magog, the last battle, will begin at the ending of the Millennium.
· Revelation 20:7-9, “7And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.”



THE BATTLE OF GOG AND MAGOG 
The last battle on this earth will be the Battle of Gog and Magog.  This battle will be an all-out attack against Israel, after which Satan will be cast into the Lake of Fire.  It arises at the end of the Millennium when Satan is released from the pit where he has been bound during the Millennium.  During the Millennium Satan will be bound and not be allowed to deceive anyone as he did before.  Upon his release he will for the last time be allowed deceive the nations.    At that time the Bible says in Revelation 20:7-8 that Satan will gather the nations to battle from the four corners of the earth. The reference is given to a battle called Gog and Magog.  
· Revelation 20:2-3, “2And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.”
· Revelation 20:8, “And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.”

The battle of Gog and Magog, found in both Ezekiel 38-39 and Revelation 20, is the source of much debate.  There are many views on when the battle of Gog and Magog will take place.  Below are some of the various arguments:
1. The battle of Ezekiel 38 and 39 are different.
2. The battle of Ezekiel 38-39 is the same as the one mentioned in Revelation 20.  
3. The battle of Gog and Magog is the Battle of Armageddon.
4. The battle of Ezekiel 38-39 has already taken place.
5.  The Revelation 20 Gog and Magog battle is an allusion to the Ezekiel battle. 
6. There are two different battles; One in Ezekiel 38-39 and one in Revelation 20 occurring at different times in the end.     
The comparison chart may help to evaluate the relationships of these Biblical passages.

	COMPARISON OF EZEKIEL 38-39 AND REVELATION 20

	ELEMENT
	EZEKIEL 38-39
	REVELATION 20

	Initiator of the battle
	God 
Ezekiel 38:1 
1And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
Ezekiel 39:1 
1Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:
	Satan
Revelation 20:7-8
 7And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.

	Gog-Magog
	Gog – a person- the Chief Prince of Meshech and Tubal who rules over 
Magog (Russia)

Magog- a land - Russia  
Magog, Meshech and Tubal were sons of Japheth who was the son of Noah.
Ezekiel 38:2-3
2Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, 3And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal
Ezekiel 39:1 (as above)
	Unspecified
Mentions Gog and Magog but in no specific relationship

	Battlefield
	Mount of Israel
Ezekiel 38:8 
8After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them.
Ezekiel 39:2
2And I will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel:
	Jerusalem at end of Millennium
Revelation 20: 7-8 (as above)

Revelation 20:9
9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.










	Attacked from
	The North Parts-- involves several Middle Eastern nations
Ezekiel 38:15 
15And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty army:
Ezekiel 39:2 (as above
	Four corners of the earth—involves nations from all over the world
Revelation 20: 7-8 (as above)

	Battle is against
	Nation of Israel
Ezekiel 38: 16 
16And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.
	God
Uprising of those born during Millennium and deceived by Satan when he was released from prison.   Satan will lead the battle to come against God one more time and then his final defeat.
Revelation 20: 7-8 (as above)














	ELEMENT
	EZEKIEL 38-39
	REVELATION 20

	Burial
	Multitudes buried
Burying the dead for 7 months.
Dead are buried.
Ezekiel 39:11-12 
11And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of Hamon–gog. 
12And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land.
	No burial but Satan is cast into lake of fire 
No need for a burial as the Great White Throne Judgment is upon them.  
Dead are devoured by fire.
Revelation 20: 10 
10And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

	Post battle clean up
	7 month clean up 
7 years burning of weapons

Ezekiel 39:11-12 (as above)
Ezekiel 39:9 
9And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the handstaves, and the spears, and they shall burn them with fire seven years:

	No clean up is mentioned.
There is no time for 7 years of burning weapons for the Great White Throne Judgment is upon them.
This takes place at the end of the Millennium and before the Great White Throne Judgment.
Revelation 20:11-15
11And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

	Satan
	No mention of Satan in Ezekiel 38-39
	Satan is released from prison goes out to deceive the nations and gathers them together for one last battle. 
Revelation 20: 7-8 (as above)

	Purpose
	Gog intends to overwhelm Israel but God uses this battle victory to bring Israel back to Him. Israel returns to God before the end of the Millennium. Israel at the end of the Millennium has been faithful 1000 years.  
	Satan uses a last effort to deceive the nations and gather for one last battle against God and His people.
Revelation 20:7-10 (as above)

	Israel
	Israel must be prosperous, present in Israel and at peace in her land. Settled in old estates, at peace in unwalled villages and dwelling safely. 
Ezekiel 36:11
11And I will multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall increase and bring fruit: and I will settle you after your old estates, and will do better unto you than at your beginnings: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.
Ezekiel 38:11
11And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates,
	Satan compassed the camp of the saints.  He tries to deceive the nations not just Israel.  
Revelation 20:8-9
8And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 



	Destroyed by
	Earthquake
Ezekiel 38:19
19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel;

	Fire from Heaven.   God will intervene by pouring fire from the sky. 
Revelation 20:9
9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.




From the comparison chart we can surmise that Ezekiel and Revelation are detailing different battles.  Clearly there is a battle of Gog and Magog at the end of the Millennium as stated in Revelation 20:7-8.  The considerations of Ezekiel 38-39 seem to indicate conceivably there is another battle just before or at the beginning of the Tribulation time.   While not all agree there is a second Gog and Magog war at the end of Millennium, many scholars agree there is an Ezekiel 38-39 battle just before the Tribulation or at the beginning of it. 

It seems logical for this battle to be after the Rapture or at the beginning of the Tribulation, especially considering the timeframe of a seven-year period for cleanup.  The battle of Ezekiel 38-39 points to a Russia and Middle Eastern war.  This war must happen before the Millennium because Islam cannot enter the Millennium and Israel will have already been saved. 

The prophecy in Ezekiel 38-39 considers the armies from the north in Ezekiel 38-39’s future invasion (Ezekiel 38:1-6).  Ezekiel gives us some ancient names for a Russian-Middle Eastern (Islamic) alliance.
· Ezekiel 38:1-6, “1And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, 3And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:  4And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords: 5Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet: 6Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee.”

Gog refers to a powerful leader of an end time’s northern coalition between Russia and the Middle East.  Gog may be a name or a title.   He is referred to as the “Prince of Rosh”.   Rosh is a son of Benjamin as seen in Genesis 46:21, “And the sons of Benjamin were Belah, and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard.”  Rosh is believed by many to be Russia, as one of the three ancient Scythian tribes.  The word Rosh means bitter or poisonous herb or venom.  It is also a common Hebrew word for chief or head. 

We have to trace the children of Noah to identify the other names in the text.   Noah had three sons: Japheth, Shem and Ham.  Japheth had seven sons, of which, four are mentioned here:  Magog, Gomer, Tubal and Meshech.  After the tower of Babel, the Japhetic race moved to East Europe and what we know as modern-day Russia.  Magog refers to a Russia Federation and former Soviet Union republics.  (The “stans” like Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and so forth).  Meshech, Tubal, Gomer and the house of Togarmah are Turkey.  Persia is now Iran. Ham is the father of Put and Cush.  Put is Libya and Cush is Ethiopia and possibly Central African nations.  These nations in the battle described in Ezekiel 38-39 will align with Russia, the King of the North.  The King of the South refers to the African-Arab coalition.  The purpose is to destroy Israel (Ezekiel 38:12-16) however, the Lord will intervene and defend Israel and all will know that He is the Lord (Ezekiel 38:23).







THREE END TIMES WARS SUMMARIZED
	WAR
	SCRIPTURE
	SUMMARY

	1. Invasion of Israel
	Ezekiel 38-39
	· This war could not occur until Israel was restored as a nation in 1948
· Armies from the North invade Israel
· Occurs before the Tribulation- Near the time of the Rapture
· Israel aligned for her end time purpose
· Israel returns to God

	2. Battle of Armageddon
	Revelation 16:12-16
Revelation 19:11-21
	· All nations involved
· Bloodiest battle in history
· Jesus Christ will capture the Antichrist and the False Prophet and throw them into the Lake of Fire
· Occurs at the end of the Tribulation at the Second Coming of Christ

	3. Battle of Gog and Magog
	Revelation 20:7-8
	· Satan comes against God and His saints one last time
· Satan released and goes to all four corners of the earth and deceives many
· Occurs at the end of the Millennium just before the Great White Throne Judgment
· Satan will be cast into the Lake of Fire
· Will take place in Israel












THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT
Revelation 20:11-15,
“11And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.
13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

A loving God loved us so much that He has given warning after warning and pricked and nudged the hearts of people time after time.  He loved us so much that He died on the cross at Calvary to bring about redemption and offered life rather than death.  He loved us so much that He spoke to about forty men over at least 1500 years to give us His Word, the Bible.  He loved us so much that He called men and women to minister the Word into the hearts of mankind.  He loved us so much that He allowed many uncomfortable circumstances to come our way to cause us to realize there must be someone greater than ourselves.  He loved us so much that He gave us His plan for the world affirming that He would return to separate those who accepted and followed Him from those who denied Him.  That loving God will soon perform His wrath upon those who have rejected Him.  The final wrath is called the last judgment and more specifically, the Great White Throne Judgment.  This is the time for those who denied Him to be separated forever from God and they will be placed into the Lake of Fire.  There will be no further opportunity to be redeemed, saved, or forgiven of sin.  There will be no further opportunity to experience His boundless and amazing love.  There will be no further opportunity to call upon Him for help in times of trouble.  Those who died without a true relationship with Jesus Christ will experience The Great White Throne Judgment.  The secrets of men will be revealed in the day when God judges (Romans 2:16).  This is the second death for the non-believer.  Eternity will be in the Lake of Fire forever where there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth, fire and brimstone (sulfur), and no rest day or night. 

SCRIPTURES
· Matthew 10:28, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
· Matthew 13:42, “And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”
· Luke 16:19-28, “19There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 20And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;  23And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 25But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 26And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 27Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: 28For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.”
· Romans 2:16, “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.”
· Revelation 14:10-11, “10The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 11And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.”

Believers will not be judged at The Great White Throne Judgment.  Refer back to the chapter concerning deaths and resurrections.  They will receive rewards at the Judgment Seat or Bema Seat as we have already discussed.  The phrase, Great White Throne Judgment, refers to the day when Christ Jesus Himself will sit on His Throne and bring justice to those who denied Him.  All unrighteousness will be judged.  God is a just God and that means He will judge fairly and impartially.  He will not be biased to the great or to the small or to the rich or poor.  Not everyone that calls on the name of the Lord will enter heaven because He is just.  He knows those that have a true relationship with Him from those who just talk the talk (Matthew 7:21-23). 
· Mathew 7:21-23,  “21Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
The unjust will stand before God as He opens the Book of Life.   Jesus mentions the Book of Life as He talks to His disciples in Luke 10:20.  Paul declared that the names of his fellow workers were written in the Book of Life.   This book contains the names of those who have accepted Christ as Lord and Savior, have confessed sins, and followed the way of Jesus.  Some infer that our name is written into the Book of Life when we accept Christ.   Others suppose that our name is written at birth and will be blotted out at the Day of Judgment for those who did not accept Christ as Lord (Revelation 3:5).   I believe this to be the case.  Whichever the circumstance, the result is the same.  The non-believer will be cast into the Lake of Fire.  
Revelation 20:12 signifies that the works of the non-believer are documented and they will be judged according to their works.  Salvation is not earned by works but by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8).  As we discussed, believers will be rewarded according to their works.  Believers receive rewards based on what was done for Christ.  The same principle applies to the non-believer who will be sentenced to the Lake of Fire for their non-belief and their evil works or lack of work for the Lord.  There are different degrees of punishment depending on the degrees of evil works (Luke 12:42-48).  

SCRIPTURES
· Luke 10:20, ”Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”
· Luke 12:42-48, “42And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season? 43Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 44Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. 45But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 46The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 47And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.”
· Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:”
· Philippians 4:3, “And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.”
· Revelation 3:5, “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”
· Revelation 20:11-15, “11And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

We hear a lot about justice.  People want justice.  There are projects in the name of justice.  When wrong is done to someone, there is a cry for justice.  Protestors and rioters say they call for justice.  There is even a comic book crying for justice. Some want moral justice, religious justice, or legal justice.  At the Great White Throne Judgment, real justice will finally be served.  What a sad day!  If only people would hear the truth, believe, confess their sins and repent!  Do it now before it is too late.  









THE NEW HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH
The Apostle John experienced a concluding vision of the new heaven and new earth.   Heaven will include a new city called the New Jerusalem, which will come down out of heaven from God (Revelation 21:9-10).  The old earth full of sin, suffering and sickness will be destroyed.  All of creation has been groaning as it waits for this glorious day (Romans 8:22).  Next... finally… there will be a new heaven and a new earth (Isaiah 65:17, Isaiah 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13, Revelation 21:1).  This event follows the Great White Throne Judgment when God will make all things new.  

Some refer to a regenerated heaven and earth.  I choose to believe that new means new and not regenerated.  New means that it never existed before.  Furthermore, the scripture says that the first heaven and earth were passed away (Revelation 21:1).   God will make all things new. The old will pass away.  We will dwell with the Lord worshipping Him for eternity in our glorified bodies. 

The Bible teaches us only a little about the new heaven and new earth.  There will be a river of life but there will be no more sea (Revelation 21:1).  Some may consider why will there be no more sea.  The sea in our day embodies an image of majestic beauty and recreation.  However, in the ancient world the sea embodied that which was evil, threatening and chaotic.  Notice that the beast of Revelation 13: 1-2 comes out of the sea.  While there will be no more sea there will be a life-giving river.  Yet, In the Eden of past there were four rivers:  Pishon, Gihon, Hiddekel also known as Tigris, and Euphrates (Genesis 2:10-14).  The river of water of life in Revelation flows from the throne of God to His people (Psalms 46:4, Revelation 22:1).  It represents the eternal life we have as believers in Christ Jesus.
In the new heaven and earth all tears will be wiped away (Revelation 7:17; Revelation 21:4).  There will be no sorrow, no crying and no pain.  When the scriptures talk about no more tears it is in the context of the future new heaven and new earth it makes me wonder about tears in the current heaven.  Why would the Lord tell us He will wipe tears from our eyes in the future heaven and earth if we have been in heaven, had put on our glorified bodies, and have lived in the Millennial Kingdom for 1000 years with Him?  Why would He have to wipe away our tears after all of this?  Do they cry in heaven now?  Maybe there are tears when someone dies without knowing the Lord.  Maybe there will be tears in heaven for those during the Tribulation.  Maybe there are tears of joy when someone gets saved.  Perhaps there are tears of regret for lost opportunities.  

There will be freedom from conflicts, temptations, and suffering. There will be no more sin and evil.  Death, sorrow, and mourning will cease (Isaiah 51:11; Isaiah 65:19; Revelation 21:1-8).   
No longer will there be any curse.  God placed a curse on creation when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:14-19).  That curse will be lifted in the new heaven and new earth.  
The city will display the glory of God.  It will be positioned like a cube.  It will measure about 12,000 furlongs, which is about 1500 miles in length, width, and height.  One furlong is 0.125 miles. California’s coastline is 840 miles long.  Texas is about 760 miles long and 660 miles wide. Alaska is 1,400 miles long and 2,700 miles wide.  Compare this for yourself!  Amazing isn’t it?  The wall will be approximately 216 feet thick!  The walls will be made of jasper and decorated with precious stones like jasper, sapphire, agate, emerald, onyx, ruby, jacinth, and amethyst.  The city will have a great street made of gold and will look like translucent glass.  Notice it says a great street (singular) not streets (plural).   The light will shine like most precious stones of jasper and clear as crystal.  There will be no more night and no more darkness.   Light reveals and darkness hides.  There will be no need for the sun for Christ will be our light, the only lamp we will need.  He will illuminate all of heaven and earth with His glory.
There will be a great wall with twelve gates and twelve assigned angels with names of the twelve tribes.  The twelve foundations will have the names of the twelve apostles written on them.
This is the day that all believers long for.  This is the hope that we have in Him!

SCRIPTURES
· Genesis 2:10-14, “10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads. 11The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 12And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone. 13And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 14And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.
· Genesis 3:14-19, “14And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:  15And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 16Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 17And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; “18Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 19In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”
· Psalms 46:4, “There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High.”
· Isaiah 51:11, “Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.”
· Isaiah 65:17, “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.”
· Isaiah 66:22, “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your descendants and your name remain.” 
· Romans 8:22, “For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.”
· Second Peter 3:13, “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
· Revelation 7:17, “For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”
· Revelation 21:1-8, “1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 6And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 8But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
· Revelation 21:9-10, “9And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,”
· Revelation 21:15-27, “15And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 16And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. 17And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. 18And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 19And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 22And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 23And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 24And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 25And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.  26And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. 27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.”
· Revelation 22:1-5, “1And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 5And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.”







NO MORE
There are many things that will no longer be in the new heaven and new earth as discussed.  Here is a chart to echo the profoundness of ‘NO MORE’!
	NO MORE
	REVELATION REFERENCE

	No more sea
	21:1, “and there was no more sea.”


	No more tears
	21:4, “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;”

	No more death
	21:4, “there shall be no more death”

	No more sorrow
	21:4, “neither sorrow”

	No more crying
	21:4, “nor crying”

	No more pain
	21:4, “neither shall there be any more pain:”

	No more temple
	21:22, “And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.”


	No more sun
	21:23, “And the city had no need of the sun,”

22:5, “And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun;”


	No more moon
	21:23, “neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.”


	No more night
	21:25, “or there shall be no night there.”

22:5, “And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; “


	No more curse 
	22:3, “And there shall be no more curse:”
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It can be very difficult to sort out what is truth when studying Biblical resources, especially on the Internet.  Many have different opinions, beliefs, and interpretations.  Be cognizant of and stay clear of false teachings and false prophets (2 Peter 2:1; 1John 4:1).  Do your best to search the scriptures and study the Word of God.  The Word of God interprets itself.  Be certain that your resources line up with the Word of God.  Remember too, that God only gave us an overview of the end times and therefore we cannot be dogmatic about its study.  He has not revealed all things as John wrote in Revelation 10:4. 
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